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MEMORANDUM 


SUMMARY OF DEPOSITION a 
oO] sdf 


TO? G. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel 
FROM: S. Jonathan Blackmer, Staff Counsel, JFK SU 
DATE: July 18, 1978 


RE: Summary of Victor Espinosa Deposition Taken June 7, 
1978 in Washington, D. C. ) 





Background: Association with the Revolutionary | 
Council of the University of Havana, 1954-1959. 





Victor Dominador Espinosa Hernandez was born to a 
wealthy, landholding family in Cuba. In 1954, he entered 
the University of Havana, joining two of his childhood _ 
friends Jose Antonio Echeverria and Rolando Cubela in the > 
student political movement. Cubela and Echeverria, .some- 
what older than Espinosa, were at the time already firmly 
established as the leaders of the Revolutionary Council of 
the University of Havana, primarily directing their efforts 
against the Batista regime. Numerous clashes with the _ 
police and general inattentiveness to studies prompted. 
Espinosa's father to send Espinosa to Louisiana State 
University in Baton Rouge in 1955. (pp. 3-6, 43-47) 


When Espinosa became eighteen years of age in ap- 
proximately 1956, he left L.S.U. and returned to Cuba to 
manage the ranch-estate left to him by the death of his 
grandfather. Upon his return, his political fervor some~ 
what tempered, Espinosa was content to go about his business, 
and spend long weekends in Havana-once a month pursuing less 
idealistic endeavors such as gambling and women. (p. 47) 
During one of these sojourns in Havana, Espinosa received a 
telephone call from Cubela advising him that Echeverria had 
just returned from a meeting in Mexico with Castro, and 
wanted to assemble the "old" group, as Castro wanted them 
to step up their activities against Batista. | : 


As a result of the meeting, action groups were > 
formed under the direction of Cubela and Echeverria. Each 
group consisting of approximately four men was given the- 
task of assassinating a designated high ranking official of | 
the Batista Government. Among the targets were Blanco Irco, 

head of military intelligence; Taberinalla, head of the | 
army; Usalace, chief of police. (pp. 47, 48, 49, 59) 
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Espinosa's group, with Cubela and Pedro Carbo, was 
immediately successful, killing Blanco Irco within the 
week of their assignment. Although not suspected at 
first, Cubela nevertheless fled to Miami, while Espinosa, 
the youngest and least suspect, remained in Cuba. Cubela 
eventually returned in 1957, and fought Batista from the 
Sierra Maestra Mountains, independently of Castro. (pp. 51, 52) 


: Thus by late 1957, there were three groups fighting 
Batista: Castro's group in Oriente Province, Willian . 
Morgan's group and Cubela's group. Castro wanted control 
over all the groups, and having Morgan under control, sent 
Che Guevara to consolidate the other "fronts". Guevara's 
mission was first to assassinate Rolando Menoyo, ‘then Cubéla. 
By October of 1958, Guevara had taken Menoyo and Cubela into 
custody, but released them after four days. (pp. 54, 55) 


| When Batista abdicated in January of 1959, Castro's 
group was the only one left intact as the others had been 
decimated by fighting, especially Cubela's after an assault 
On the Presidential Palace. As Espinosa described the scene, 
"no:one knew what to do; we were fighting a war and the war 
was over; we didn;t have any ambition of power. Our aim was 
to get the guy (Batista), when these people's (Castro's) aims 
were very well planned for far ahead." (p. 56) , 


Thus by late 1959, with Castro in power, Espinosa, 
seeing the student movement ending, left for the United States 
and exile, (p. 58) (especially after Espinosa had been ar- 
rested by Castro for attempting to smuggle the entire contents 
of an army arsenal to Panama and was released only after 
Cubela's intervention). (pp. 57-59) 


rae  Espinosa's Relationship with Mike McLaney 
aa ane eo 
A. 1954-1959 


Espinosa often frequented. the gambling casinos in 
Havana while a student at the University of Havana. Through 
a social friend, FNU Callejas, who was the manager of the 
Hotel Nacional, Espinosa was introduced to Bill McLaney, 
brother of Mike, and then through Bill;.. to *Mike. Their 
relationship, according to Espinosa, was purely social during 
the remainder of their years in Cuba, not involving any 
Clandestine activities directed at either Batista or Castro. 
Espinosa is not aware of any activities of that nature by 
either of the McLaneys during this time. (pp. 9, 10) 
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B. 1959-1963 


Under the sponsorship of McLaney, Espinosa left Cuba 
in 1959 for Miami. While he may have initially stayed at 
McLaney's home, he soon began living with his family in 
Miami. | 


| It is not known why Espinosa moved to New York in 
1960, but his return to Miami later in 1960 was occasioned | 
by his desire to join his former colleagues in training for 
the Bay of Pigs invasion. (pp. 9-12) 


| Espinosa left the "employ" of the CIA in August of 
1961* (See Section III, p. 4); he returned to Miami. In. 
June of 1963 Espinosa was detained by FBI and Customs agents 
in Miami for an attempted bombing raid on Cuba. » According 
to Espinosa, McLaney sponsored Espinosa and a few of his 
associates in a plan to bomb. the Shell Oil refineries in 
Havana. In this group were Sam Benton, Carlos Hernandez 
Sanchez, John Koch Gene, Acleo Pedrosa Amores, Miguel Al- 
varez and Richard Albert Lauchli. Benton procured an air- 
plane, Espinosa the explosives from Lauchli, and McLaney 
Supplied the financing. (pp. 16-22) An informant within 
the group alerted the FBI which was waiting with Customs. 
officials as the group rendezvoused for the mission. When. 
this mission failed, another one was immediately put into 
operation. The oil refineries were again the targets, but 
the plan was to leave from a deserted airstrip in the 
vicinity of Lake Ponchartrain, Louisiana, using either a 
B-25 or a B-26 bomber, fully operational. Again Espinosa 
planned the operation and secured the explosives through 
Lauchli. This time, McLaney was to provide the airplane, 
and only inform the group of its location once the bombs 
were ready for loading. (pp. 23-29, 91,. 92) 


As was the case for the June 15th mission, this one 
was also a failure. One member of the group was recalled 
to Miami due to a death in the family, the remaining members, 
feeling this would breach their security, disbanded, re- 
turning to Miami with Espinosa going to New York to report 
to Mike McLaney. On July 31, 1963, the FBI discovered the > 
cache of explosives to be used on the mission at a farm house 
at Lake Ponchartrain owned by. Mike McLaney's brother Bill, 
and confiscated the entire supply. (pp. 28, 29) | 

Espinosa remained in New York until approximately 
1967, when he moved to France. He remained there until 1969, 
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then went into business in Spain and England. He stated he 
has had no contact with McLaney since 1965, his last anti- 

Castro involvement with McLaney being the aborted July 1963 
raid on the oil refineries in Havana. (p. 29) 


fs .Espinosa's Contact With the CIA 


During his anti-Batista activity in Cuba from 1954 
through 1959, Espinosa was aware that certain persons in his 
"group" had some contact with the American Embassy in Havana, 
and that a number of individuals working in Castro's or- 
ganization had similar contacts with the CIA. Espinosa had 
no contact with the CIA until he reached Miami in 1959 and. 
joined the Bay of Pigs training force. 


Espinosa was made aware of training being conducted 
to invade Cuba upon his arrival. He left word with friends 
to keep him informed and went to New York to work. A short 
while later he was contacted, and immediately returned to 
enlist. Espinosa was sent to Guatemala in June or July of 

-1960 to begin the training. (pp. 10, 11) 


| In Guatemala and later Panama and New Orleans, 
Espinosa was trained in conventional military warfare, 
guerrilla warfare, explosives and clandestine operations. 


As a result of this training, Espinosa did partici- 
pate in various raids into Cuba, some of which were aimed 
at the destruction of military targets, others with.the 
purpose of gathering information and bringing individuals 
out. These activities began before the Bay of Pigs invasion 
and continued through the following summer of 1961. (pp. 
14-16) *(It should be noted that Espinosa stated that he 
was able to obtain from a friend in the government his file 
which details each of these operations and the participants; 
however, in our review of files on Espinosa, we find records 
showing that Espinosa was terminated from involvement in 
March of 1961 and taken off the payroll.) 


iV Espinosa's Involvement With the AMLASH Operation 


Espinosa's activities with the CIA ceased as of late 
Summer 1961. (p. 62) In approximately June of 1965, while 


HW |53080 Docld:32248213 Page 8 


Summary of Deposition 
Victor Espinosa 
Page Five 


on a pleasure excursion to Paris from his residence in 
New York, Espinosa contacted an old acquaintance, Jose 
Trasancos who was at the time working for the Cuban 
Consulate in Paris, having been in a position there since. 
approximately 1962 or 1963. 


Trasancos spoke of having seen Cubela in Paris and 
"something was going on...Rolando (Cubela) is involved with 
the CIA and there is something happening." (p. 63) Tras= 
ancos wanted Espinosa to get the complete story from 
George Robreno, a former member of the student Revolu- 
tionary Movement in Havana, and long-time friend of 
Cubela. Robreno at one time had been with the Castro 
government as the head of the: revolutionary tribunals which 
carried out many death sentences. (p. 64) Originally, | 
Espinosa intended to meet with Robreno in Madrid, but after 
encountering difficulties Obtaining a visa, was forced at 
his own expense to send Robreno an airline ticket for 
Paris. (p. 65) © 


In Paris, Robreno told Espinosa that Cubela had been 
talking with certain CIA people about an uprising in Cuba 
against Castro that was to be led by Cubela and others of-. 
ficials in the government and the army. Cubela had been in 
contact with an individual named Williamson who was the. 
head of the CIA in Spain. Cubela was most concerned about 
Williamson's trustworthiness, expressing as a basis, Wil- 
liamson's apparent alcoholism.and the fact that he had had 
as a mistress a Cuban female who had taken certain important 
documents from Williamson's apartment to Castro. Cubela 
had wanted his old associate Espinosa to contact his "CIA 
colleagues", still believing Espinosa was with the CIA. 
Espinosa was to explain Cubela's position to them viz-a-viz 
Cubela's contact with Williamson. In addition.to this con- 
versation with Robreno, Espinosa met with (Alberto) Blanco, 


-.-~, "El: Loco", also involved in the plotwith Cubela.’ Blanco, en 


. route to Cuba from Russia via Czechoslovakia, mentioned the 
* presence of Russian technicians in Cuba, stating that he 
wanted the CIA to know that if they were thinking of double- 
crossing Cubela, "They (Cubela and his associates in the 


plot) would take care of these Russian technicians". (pp. 
67, 68) | 


It was Espinosa's understanding that Cubela had come 
to Madrid sometime earlier to meet with Artime and William- 
son. According to Robreno, Artime was soliciting Cubela's 
aid in a different coup. Cubela could not trust Artime, 
feeling he was working both sides with the CIA and Castro. 


. Espinosa returned to New York the week following 
his meeting with Robreno in Paris and went directly to 
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Cavasantos of Immigration and Naturalization to be put in 
contact with someone in the CIA. Cavasantos sent Espinosa 


to the FBI in New York, where they were joined by someone 


from the CIA, whom Espinosa felt was aware of the individuals 


mentioned in the AMLASH operation. (pp. 70-72, 76) Espinosa 


related Cubela's message and was told he would be contacted > 
within a few days. (p. 73) After two weeks, Espinosa con- 
tacted a friend who worked for Senator Javits-who arranged 
for a meeting in Washington with a State Department 

official involved with Cuban affairs. 


Feeling that he had done all he could do, Espinosa 
returned to New York, where he worked for the next two 


years before moving to France and Spain. (pp. 77, 78) 


Sometime later, Espinosa learned of Cubela's 
arrest and imprisonment in Cuba and was most surprised that 


Cubela was not executed. (p. 79) 
V. Individuals of Interest Known to Espinosa 
A. Norman Rothman: Espinosa met Rothman in Havana 


sometime in the late 1950's, possibly in the casino at the 
Hotel Nacional, and later in approximately 1960 or 1961 in 


‘Miami at the ea Tenore Hotel. 


| Espinosa was a social acquaintance of "Cappy" 
Rothman, Norman's son, in Miami from approximately 1960- 
1963. (pp. 31, 32, 98S 0L): 


B. Meyer Lansky: While Espinosa did not know 


Meyer Lansky, he did see him at the Rivera Casino in 


Havana. (p. 97) 


Cs Raphael Garcia Bongo: Trafficante's attorney. 


_ Espinosa knew Jorta Bongo, the brother of Raphael, and | 
through him met Raphael. While not first-hand, it was common 


knowledge that Raphael was Trafficante's attorney in Cuba. 


Approximately five years ago, Espinosa learned: that Raphael 


had been arrested in Spain for passing counterfeit money. 
Espinosa heard that the counterfeit money was linked to 
Trafficante. (pp. 103-105) 


D. Sam Benton: Knew him through McLaney. Benton 
was supplier for the aircraft used on the two aborted oil 
refinery raids in 1963. (pp. 18, 19, 23, 93) 


E. Raul Castro: Espinosa met Raul on two occasions 


in Havana soon after Castro's takeover. Espinosa was present 


in Cubela's hospital room when Raul Castro visited Cubela. 


—(p. 55) 
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F. Jerry Patrick Hemming: Met him on a few 


occasions. Hemming was always trying to get involved in 
exile activities. The general opinion among Espinosa's 
associates was that Hemming was not to be trusted. 


G. Rolando Cubela: (AMLASH) Long and involved 
friendship. 
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a EXECUTIVE SESSION | 
DEPOSITION OF VICTORWS ESPINOSA 
or ne _ WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 1978 
cae 2 | | --- _ vat 
oo: _ - House of Representatives, 
Be | President John’ Fo Kentiedy. 
/ | z Subcommittee? of thre. ‘Select — 
g Committee on Assassinations, 
AO | | Washington, De Ce | 
Se Le The deposition of Victor es Espinosa” was. taken at. 
12 8:40. D«iis | In: the éffies of the Select committee ay © Elks 
ag. Assassinations in: Room 3370 of the office of ‘the. Committee,” 
 sthSeéond and D Streets, S.W., in Washington, D.C. | 
ab | Present: Jonathan Blackmer and John Hornbeck; Counsel to 
16 t the Select Committee. nal = | sae | a 
47 - Present also: Nfs. Elizabeth Berning, Chief C Clerk. to the. 


“18 Sélect Committee. 
7) ee 28 
25 


- _ ALDERSON REPORTING: COMPANY, INC, 
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Oe 1 Whereupon, | | hg, 
_ ee, VICTORBS ESPINOSA - 
Ooo 3 having been duly sworn by the Chief Clerk to the Select | 
— 4. Committee, was examined under the rules of wae: Select . : 
8 Committee and testified as follows: | . 
ten See Blackmer. We.are present in the: Select Committee's 
| 7 offices to depose you. My name is Jonathan. Blackmer’ ‘and t. am 
aa ‘an attorney with the Select Committee on Assassinations. 
oe os By virtue of Rule 4 of House Resolution. 222, 2) am: im-) 
a0: powered to take statements under oath. shortly, Mr “John 


ee wn oe 
“11 Hornbeck will join us, who is cre senior. “staff counsel on. ‘this. 


12 committee, to further ask questions of. the: heiiase SE 
C8 What as your full name, Sir? ead 
a eee “Mr. Espinosa. Victores Espinosa. 
Boloea: Mr. Blackmer. And you are here for the. purpose of giving 
/ 16 a voluntary Statement before this committee? | | 
-/ Mr. Espinosa. | Yes. | 
Be Me Blackmer. — Tr have given you a copy of ‘the committee. 
"19 rules, House Resolution 2e2) 460 and 760. ‘You are not “under 
99. subpoena, arenyou? 19 | : 
“21. «= soMr. Espinosa. No. 
2 Mr. Blackmer. You ene here voluntarily: - 
23 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 


O oe 24 Mr. Blackmer. You have the right to have: ‘counsel. present 


25 if you wish. There- is no counsel here and I assume - that” ist of 


! ' . 
“ 
‘ ’ . . . 
| & | | 
ao 
t 
3 . 
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your own cholce. 


Mr. Espinosa. I don't see it is necessary, anyway. 


Mr. pi acumen: The entire record of this deposition will 


“be. transcribed. We will send ae al for De to. read, ai 


pad RETORM ty Ua Select Comm Hee 


verity after which we will send you your own “personal copy. 


“Should you wish to make any. changes in the: substance of. the: 


Vy S 


| use : 
‘transcript, neens-aio be done ‘pepore a federal magistrate. 7 


I know you are residing in London and. if it is necessary 


a 


-to make any changes, ae you feat correc tiLons are. “necessary, “#5 


i call us, we will try to make arrangements: 
over there for that to be done. 


I would like £6 beeth the POReC GRAS with, a Little. back-. 


ground. You.were born in Cuba, is that. correct?” 


Mr. Espinosa. That is right. 


Mr. Blackmer. And you resided there until when? _ 
Mr. Espinosa. Until 1959. 
Mr. Blackmer. And at that time you camé to the United 
- States. “= ae 
| Mr. Espinosa. com | 
Mr. Blackmer. Approximately in 1957 or 1958, were you a 


student at the University of Havana. 
Mr. Espiriosa. Yes, I was. 


Mr. Blackmer. And as a Student at. the’ university. of 


-Havana, were you engaged in any ‘underground activities with 


either anti pap ists or later anti-Castro? 


< _ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC; 


AW :53080 © DocId:32248213_ Page. Ay. 7th STREET: $.W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C, 20024 (202) 884. 7345 


* 
Fs . on . 


HW 53080 





activities. 


/individual member. - 


these anti-Batista activities? 


Mr. Espinosa. Yes, both. 


Mrs Blackmer. And could you tell us the nature tof the 
“activities which were directed against the poctees. regime? ; 
Mr. Espinosa. Wel, different kinds of clandestine. 


er 


Mr. Blackmer. Would that be in the nature of raising 


explosives or arms for paramilitary use? - 2 


Mr. Espinosa. Yes, mainly. 


Mr. Blackmer. Were you involved in any individual sabo- 


tage operations? 


Mr. ESpinosa. Yes. 


Mr. Blackmer. What specific activities were those? Was. 


there anything that comes to mind? 


Mr. Espinosa. No, not really. 


Mr. Blackmer. Was it almed at the economy more than. - 


individual members of the Batista regime? 


Mr. Espinosa. Not so much the economy, but at an 


Mr. Blackmer.~ High level officials? 


Mr. Espinosa. 







Mr. Blackmer. 


Mr. Espinosa. No. 


Mr. Blackmer. Who were you working with? 


i 
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With students, the Revolutionary Council - 


2 of the University of Havana. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr, 


Blackmer. 
Espinosa. 


Blackmer. 


Espinosa... 


7 and a few others. 


10 Sympathizers of the 


Mrs 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Blackmer. 


EPspinose. 


Blackmer. 


- 42 can ‘think of? 


Mr. 


Espinosa. 


- \ag-any knowledge ots 


t 


“46 they 


Mr. 


not, 


Mr. 


> Mrs 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Blackmer. 
in Cuba? 


Espinosa. 


Blackmer. 


Espinosa. 


Blackmer. 


91 activities? 


24 Rolando Cubela, 


25 
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Espinosa. 


Blackmer. 
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Who are the particular leaders? 
There was Echverrea. CFeheverna) : 


Do you have a first: name? e au 


Jose | oa, 
: a Antonio, and Cubela, Porton Chaumon 


How were your activities financed?:... 


Mainly by bonds. that were being Sold. to. 


revolutionary party. 


Were there any large contributors. that you 
I am sure there =) bot nat thet. Thad 
1a uk? fe A Wee ye 


fl 4 
rey / | piresefomicerommswicet landoiinr were 


Yes. 


And were they part of the upper cless?. 


Yes. 


Were sthey at all sponsoring your... 
— ee Re 


Not that I know of. | ee ae oe 


Could you tell us when you first met 


It was a long time ago. ‘We were children. 
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and he used to go to school in the Same town in which Twas" 
nae 2 born in Cuba. | os 

O | ee 3 - Mr. Blackmer. So you had known him many years before 
e | 4 your activities Started. | Sash a gee 

5. - Mr. ESpinosa. Yes. 

¢é. Mr. Blackmer, At the University? = er a 
‘7 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. eae e+ 

g Mr. Blackmer. Who were some of his associates in the 

© Underground sob uEbies? 

10 Mr. Espinosa. hom exemove.cione cubela and. Machado. 

11! .. Mr. Blackmer. Do you have the first. names? . 
on Mr. Espinosa. I cannot remember the’ “rarst names because 
O 4g we used to call him "Machaletto" and Joe. Westbrook: 

4g. Mr. Blaekmer. Is that an American? cen 


om Mr. Espinosa. No, he was a Cuban. 








eta 


~ 


=o (pee _aMies=Bikee kerr ==WESEOFTORP 


ge RT Tes sn a 
“HirzEspienosormentc's™ 





? 


ee: 74 Mr. Blackmer. Do. you know what any of these individuals | 





49 are doing owe = 
20 Mr. Espinosa. They are dead. Bice iit 


: | ndardval ee. eae 
21 Mr. Blackmer. Are any. of these peopte .now. with the. ae 
Pe Castro government? | | eters ae ate, 
23 | Mr. Espinosa. I think Chaumon is with the Castro 
| 2) < . A government, and [I think Raminda--and Le has been SO many ; 


2 25 years--and Naranjo and the rest of the people I mentioned °° 
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7 “24 Pedro Deastes? Dinz LANZ. 


en F 
‘ ‘ : i 
. ba Py . 
t ary aa 
a s * 


‘there are dead. 


Mr. Blackmer. When did your interest change - from being. 


ish, Batista to Becostrer 


Mr. Espinosa. =s was never pro- eae ere being against’ 


Batista does not: mean. you. are PEOm ~Castro. cE think very. 


-shortly after @asueo- took over Al began to be coe cabins 3 


Mr. Blackmer. Dee-yourknrowairy~goodabout—Gestrombefor é ae 


skeeover? Did you, ever. meet traams?- CAstre ? 





Mr. Espinosa. ‘No. 


Mr. Blackmer. Do: you know of any people who were closely 


. associated with him? > 


Mr. Espinosa. Only one person. 


= Mr. Blackmer. And that was whom? 


“4 


Mr. Espinosa. That was. Jose Smith, cand he landed’ in. Cuba 


“ when’ Castro landed and he was killed at that. time. That. a 


_the only person whom I knew was close to nim 


Mr. Blackmer.- When Castro landed in Cuba, Was, that. in 


Mr. Espinosa, Yes, 1956. 


Mr. Blackmer. So your. activities began: approximately. in 


1957 f 
Mr. Espinosa. No, I would say 1955. 99 00 cee peey™ 


Mr. Blackmer. During this period of time, did -you*Know.° <= 


: oe 


Mr. Espinosa. No, I did not. 
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or oh Mr. Blackmer. Have you subsequently known about” Pedro” _ = 
2 Beastes? Pia2 LANZ . | are * 


oa Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 


. 
: ; - 2 
ee * Se 
Pd i * ‘ 


ne 4 : Mr. Blackmer. Did you have any personal. knowledge of 

ORAS “5 him? ’ As ae 

4g Mr Espinosa. . What do you mean by "personal knowledge?" 
a Mr. Blackmer. Did you, ever have any contact with him? 
8 OM. Espinosa. ee. i did. oe , 
n Mrs Blackmer. And what period of time was that? 


10 Mr. Espinosa. It was, Iwould say, in 1959 and 1960. in 


wes go Me. Blackmer. Do -you recall who. he wag: with’ when. you: saw: 
ag Mr. Espinosa. No, I do not recall really, and I only met 
48. him once or twice. co a a 
46 Mr Blackmer. Do you know an individual. by the name of 
47 Frank Sturgis? | 
18 sor. eC cee 
a ‘Mr. Blackmer. “ Where® did you meet this individual? 
a Mr. Espinosa. In Miami. 
3 Mr, Blackmer. In wack time? 7 ete certs 
| 22° Mr. Espinosa. 1959 = ew 7 Lanz ee a 
; | ee gees Mr. Blackmer. Was he with BeasTos when’ you met. at eee 
CO feo Mr. Espinosa. I can't recall. i oa | i _ 


ee: Mr. Blackmer. When you were living.in Havana in.1958. and. 
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did you remember frequenting the Hotel Nacional. ...”.: 


| hgh 2 ae ~ 1 1959, 
2 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 1 did. 


Mr. Blackmer. Did you know an individual there by the — 


os 
7 2 bs 


4 maheof Michael MeLaney?: 
‘. 5. Mr, Espinosa. Yes. 
6 ie, Blackmer; Would. you explain how you first met Mr’. 
«7 MeLaney and the nature of your relationship? _ ae 
8 Mr. Espinosa. met. him: first because the manager | of. the. 
9 hotel, the social manager “of “Ehe hotel was a friend of mine. 
one 40 : lies eaten ae ee ai what? | 
oan : “Mr. Espinosa, It was Callejas, and. he subsequentiy 
; oi oi introduced me to Bill Netaney who ‘ultimately: introduced ne Eo 
os - J es ek} Mi i ke e McLaney. 


eg Mr Blackmer. And what. was the nature of your >. 


Pet, = 


0 48 relationship? 
ES ag Mr. Espinosa. It was just social in cuba. 
17 Mr. Blackmer. Did you go out with them’ to dinner? 
ae cog. pines ten, ee ind, 
19 Mr. diankeie. 3 are atehae at the McLaney brothers. 
2k 55 Rese: tan any clandestine activities against, either, Batista 
2} er Castro to your knowledge at that time? at 
a9 oer. Espinosa. Not that I Know of. ee et 
oe ae Mr. Blackmer. Wher You came to the United. states, ‘yous: 
eg say you-eame in December of 1959. | —_ 


ag Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I think so. 
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soa the United States? 


ya 
Mr. Blackmer. - Were you “sponsored” by Mike MeLahey? CS 
Mr. Espinosa. Yes,-I was. | Es 
Mr. Blackmer. And qa be hele you in getting over here 
financially? | ee 
Mr. Espinosa. » NOw -% 4s | | on 
Mr.,.Blackmer. Were ve trained oy the Central. 
‘Intelligence Agency in any. clandestine paramilitary training 


of any kind? | a _& hes 


* 





Mr. Espinosa. Yes, : believe it was: s then. 





Mr. Blackmer, I~ seo “Could. you ceil us. 


your: first pontacy with ‘tne ‘caneeat Intelligence Agency, and. 
your role in the. cuban exile movement prior to the Bay of Pigs: ‘ 
Mr. Espinosa. Well, t heard when. I came to. ‘the. States. 
they were forming some kind of a brigade or. - something to 
invade Cuba and I told different friends of ‘nine in Miami to. 


det me know when. the thing was. happening. o went. Sao New York 


to work and they. contacted me at one point, and they, were 


Searuitann people to take part in this activity and - I. went 


‘back to Miami and I-enlisted myself. 7 | 

Mr. Blackmer. Could you tell us who it. was: s that. | 
contacted you? 
Mr. Espinosa. I think it. vas Mogeer t imenez. 


Mr. Blackmer. He contacted you and came. back to eer ye 


and where did you go to enlist? 
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I went to one of one: enlisting houses, ‘and 


I think there was one house where you go -over there and 


1 Mr. Espinosa. 
oe 
“3 enlist. 
4 Mr. Blackmer. : 
§ that house, who was 
6 Mr. Espinosa. 
7 Mr. Blackmer.— 
8 Howard Hunt? 

9 Mr. ee ninc ae. 
10 Mr. Blackmer. 
4 Mr. Espinosa. 
120 Mr. Blackmer.— 

13 

“14 “Agency? 

15 Mr. Espinosa. 
16 Mr. Blackmer., 
17 you then sent? 

18 Mr. Espinosa. 
19 Mr. Blackmer. 
20 when? 

24 Mr. Espinosa. 

-s Mr. Blackmer. 


beginning of 1960? 


Mr. Espinosa. 


And do you recall any particulars .about 
running it and who was there? 
No. 


Do you know an individual by the name of 


Well, I have heard about him. 
-Have you seen photographs: of him? 


Yes. 


Was this individual involved. ain vany. of 


this a contact you had with the Central’ Tnvelligence 


I don't know. 


After you‘enlisted in Miami, where were 


-! was sent LO Guatemala. 


And this would have been approximately 


This” would nave been approximately ~ 


Could it possibly nave been th. the: 


No, it was not the beginning of 1960. I 


would say it was the toward the end of 1960, the third quarter 
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42° 


2 Mr. Blackmer. Did you first go to Panama or first to. 


a Guatemala? 


4. Mr. Espinosa. I went to Guatemala and then: went-to.- 


. § Panama. 
oy 
7 


8 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC... 


‘Dood: 32246213 Page 2h) 715 ‘STREET, '$.W. REPORTERS SUILDING, WASHINGTON, D:C. 20024 (202) 664-2345 





ee 


i Mr. Blackmer. What type of activities were you trained 


Mr. Espinosa. Just general activities, general, 


O © ~ . Y 
Ft Magic at 
. “. . > 
. - “ay tle 
é me RS - _ 1? : a 
#.. * ‘ re Se 
: 5 ; n : b or . 
. . . : . - ra oe : Poe ae ye! 


4 Sour eouae military warfare and siéprilie warfare. and. 


5 training in explosives and munitions and cine. 





Pere tae et ‘cetera’: 





7 1 Blackmer. — Do you recall any of the people who 
g trained you? Reve ney, Amer'teans? 
9 Mr. Espinosa. | “Yes + there. were some Ameri¢ans and: “some 
40. Europeans tO6% | oy 
Ate tiie BOGokmere “Do you recall the names of these 
aoe individuals? | ee 
Cy cag Sag a Mr. a auee I cannot reeall the names. Tknow © “one 
44 person, an American of Philippine Orig in, and he. Was’ ‘known, ~ 
15 us as Colonel Vallejo. _ 
16 Mr. Blackmer. During this training, did you Know an 
17 individual by the name of Carlos Hernandez? — | 7 
Lees dpel + MPS Espinosa. Yes, 1 did. 
P49 (AME x Sideline >was there an individual by the name of 
by Idtin. Cotgen Involved with you? 
HS By _ Mr. ESpinosa. [I do not recall that Pyles 


99 Mr. Blackmer. How about Acelo Pedro™ 


es 93 Mr. ESpinosa. No. | Seideas. : — 7 ? 


ae 


~ sa fo Mr. Blackmer. How about Miguel vetgeieameede ig". 





ER og - Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 
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eae 


Mr. Blackmer. Is this se Same man who. contacted you: Or aaa 


WIiMine eZ 
a different Heraaires ? a . 
Sides”. 
Mr. Espinosa. This is a different Hermattes : | 


Mr. Blackmer. Any relation to Mario? 


Mr. Espinosa. No. 2 
Mr. Blacxmer. Was BHEnE anyone else that you latershad 


acquaintances with that you trained with? 
Mr .. Espinosa. ‘There were a dozen; there. were many. 


Mr. Blackmer. Did you ever go in any | infiltration cpaids | 


into. Cuba. as part of ‘this? 


Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 
Mr. Blackmer. Can you rcoeae any of the specific details 


of any of the Pereceucer raids? 


Mr. Espinosa. Yes. One time we went. to a wrdid: ‘about : 20. 


kilometers in Havana and we were idepowed eauadek we ada 
‘Navy installation. somewhere, and all of the raids were a 
acorns nature, like if we went into the’ country, and 


‘getting information. of the scuneey and bringing people out of 


the counntry. 


Mr. Blackmer. Do you recall any specific individuals 


that you went on these raids with? 


Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I recall a few. 
Mr. Blackmer. Could you give us their names?) .” 
Mr. Espinosa. | Miguel Aiyanes: ee ee . 


and Frank--and I can't remember Frank's last. name. 7 neg 


aoe Bensnedio | 
| Ree. , YO" 
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: a Ie 1 Mr. 
‘ ee a 


Blackmer. Was he American? ae ote 
| Ugnete. ae 
‘2. Mr. ESpinosa. No, Cuban. It was Mgcree.,. ‘and. ee cant 1¢" 


2» een eRne 5 


3 remember nis -.first name. 


4 Mr, Blackmer. “Approximately when were these raids, — 
5 before or after the Bay of Pigs? | 
ae Mr..Espinosa. They‘were before and after the Bay of 
9° Pigs, | * 
B sb ae Bisecner. “Howmeny) rates aie you go on after the Bay 
9 of Pigs? | a | _ | 
> eae Espinosa. “After the Bay of Pigs, I think I went in 
gg two or three times. | 2 | 
earn: - Mr. Blackmer. — And do. you recall the: Yast raid. ‘that you: | 
© 13 went on that. was sponsored .by the CIA, approximately. what, date 
44 that was? | a 
AB Mr. Espinosa. stonnsta an-tualtind tiie 
16 the invasion. .. a | 
cy ae Mr. Blackmer, Sometime in the summer of 19612. 
18 Mr. Posbnesde~ Ves: | 
19 Mr. Blackiner. . Were you involved in the Bayer Pigs 
20° invasion itself? | | 
a Mr. Espinosa. -Not directly. 
Sp Mr. Blackmer. Were you infiltrated into Cuba before the . 
93 Bay of Pigs? | oy Se 
6 aber - Mr, Espinosa. I was being infiltrated at the same time, 


i > gg: that the Bay of Pigs was taking place, and we: were: ordered to. 


+ * 4 7 care 
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oe ne ~~ 1 go back re Miami and. then when we got back to. Miami, w oe found 
| | 2. out that they had landed. ; eer - 
CO) : 3 Mr. Blackmer. Did ney then try to send you. baci? 
| | 4 Mr. Espinosa. — There was a ‘little nustle at. ‘that’ time, 
<5 everything was very much in the air and we were on: ‘stand= by. 
sg but we were not. sent back. 
2 | Mr. Blackmer. Do you. recall whether or not * members 


7 i 2S 


g of Customs or. Immigration . in tae Miami area, were made aware: of 


“ . 1s ries ‘. 
" ee! — . mt 
t is ie; 4 ey Sed: . *y : 


Cee win 





oe any of your particular raids so as not ees ee 
“49. Mr. Espinosa. “Would you rephrase nol aa Sag: 
Paes “aN Blackmer. The various raids. that. you: wentson, 
“: 42 assume many of them were from. ‘the Miami et 
Page Mr. Espinosa. They were from the keys, down’ toward Key 
Ps ik, | = see 
eae Mr. Blackmer. | Were you aware of any. monitoring by. 
“46. Customs. or Immigration officials of the United’ ‘States. Govern- 
47 ment’? _ ; — 


18° soMr., Espinosa. — Would~-what do you mean ee "monitoring?™ 





19 Mr. Blackmer. Thies 09 are “charged with the responsibility... 
#90: 2.0 £, enforeing ‘neutrality sets. and Ehey try. to. Limit, any: hostile 
2 acts emanating from this country. Were you aware. that ‘they. 
cor ae vperations — | | = 
"22 were told speueicatae about your ORp anezathen s* rr) that. they. 
23 did not stop you? a ie te Te Og 


me “4 - . | : : 24 Mr. Espinosa. No. 


“8. 95 Mr. Blackmer. Were you ever stopped?:°.— 
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Mr. 
i! Mr, 


Mr. 


4 Mr 


i ae Mr. 
ee Mr. 
7 — Mr, 

8 Mr. 


ce: Mr. 


Espinosa. 
Blackmer. 


Espinosa. 


Blackmer.. 


-Espinosa,.: 


Blackmer. 


Espinosa. | 
Blackmer. | 


Espinosa, 


Yes, 





G é + ae Oey | eS .? 
: i . ee ae 
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I was stopped. 
while you were working for the CIA? 


No, never. 


when were you Stopped? 


After. Ba stopped activities with “the: CIA. 


Approximately when was this? 


Ge ene as fa June of 1963. 


in Miami, and [. had. ‘been served by 


10 Customs agents. two different times and I] don't. ‘kriow the, legal 


11 name for it, 


, "12: plane or trying to go. somuhere, 


wr igg Pine: or 10 years in jail. | - : “sa 


Mr. 
46 19632 


17 | Mr. 


a anti-Castro activity, 


Blackmer. 


Espinosa. 
Blackmer. 
brought against you? 


r. Espinosa. 


oer PUeae Lon: 


If I was caught. in. a ‘boat or in a. 
related toe any kind of: 


oe will see five years. on. jail "ore $55 000 





You were in fact stopped: once. ‘on. 1 dune 5 


Yes: - 


Were you subsequently fined or any charges. - 


No. I was taken to a prison and anyway I 


.'). 9y was released the next day. 


oy Mr, 


3 1 
— <= 
| 
” , A 
2 “ 


35 by Customs and 
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Rlackmer. 


oo: 24 outside of Miami, 


aaa ~~. 


Our records indicate that on: June 


you sae cour other individuals: 


. * : 
a ee eee wm Lad 


“incigent... 


a wey, . 
rca fr, tore! Tent Dane | 


Let us, if we can, deal. with that 


? 


ae 
oe: of: 19635 


were stopped. 


Ped agents with a twin- ~engine beach craft. 
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1 airplane that you were attempting to load with explosives, td 


2 bomas fo'5 your intended mission, which was to bomb» an ott, 


OQ ooo: .. °3°refinery in Havana. 


4 Could you tell us whose idea that operation emanated — 
~5 from? 7 | ae | 

6 - Mls Espinosa. From me. 

7 Mr. Blackmer. It was: your ere 

8 aa | GE psnineee: . Yess 

Q- Mes Blackmer. Did you get any assistance from any other 


10 individual for the raid? 
17 es oer Espinosa. Yes, I got assistance from Carlos 
. Heewawdez 
42 ea Sy from. Miguel Alvarez and that is the other kind of 


Vdgeesise ane you are asking for? 


oF a4 14 Mr. Blackmer. Financial or other? 
45 . Mr... Espinosa. - Financial. assistance from MeLaney.. 
16 Mr. Blackmer. How much money did McLaney. give you for. 


17 this project? 
18 Mr. Espinosa. JI -ecannot recall. He gave us whatever we 


19 needed to buy the explosives and so on. 


“90 Mr. Blackmer. Who got the airplanes? 
21 4 Me Espinosa. It was Sam Benton. 
22 Mr. Blackmer. And how did you know: Sam Benton? 
24 Mr, ESpinosa. I met him at MeLaney's house. ‘several. _? 
a ae ; 24 times. ee ae 
28 | Mr. Blackmer. How was he introduced? 


o 
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a 


Mr. Espinosa... You mean in what --- 


Mr. blackmer, What you understood to. be (Ars. particular 
role. | oe ; 

est eeeinees., He was like a friend of mine and a friend 
of Mike's and I guess Mike wanted him to front for him or .be 


the one who zot the airplane. 
rs Biacunen: Did he have any specific knowledge of 


pidtes: Cr smund yds Or hany loans of that nature to where he 


would be a person that. you would go to get these. things? 


Mr. Espinosa. I. wouldn't KNOW that but I don' t. ‘think so, 


and I wouldn't think 50. 


Mr. Blackmer. So, vous Chink it was oa 
secured the planes and used Sam as the front man. 


Mr Pi eranoeas No, I think Mike told. bins to. get. us. “what 


we. wanted more or-less and. he Zot it. 


Mr. Biaemner: Was it your understanding’ ‘that: Benton was. 
connected with the government in any way, the U. Ss. government? 


Mr. Espinosa. Nein ae is eae did I believe ‘we ae 


connected with the U.S. Government. 


“Mr. Blackmer. And had Mike at any time to. your. knowledge 


. been connected with the U.S. Government? 


Mr. ESpinosa. Not that I know OF. 


Mr. Blackmer. Where did you get the explosives: that. “you 


were going to use? 


Mr. Espinosa. I think we got them in Fort Lauderdale, 
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Be. 
() oa 4 Mr. Blackmer. Did you personally get them ae Someone 
oe 2 else got them? ee 
‘© 2 3 Mr. Espinosa. I think Miguel Alvarez got mo 
A. Mr. Blackmer. Can you tell us a Little. bit: about. what. 
5 the plan. was for this bombing raid? | | 
6 Mr. Espinosa. well, the plan was to try to pee oe 


7 refinery out of service or out of production so instead of 
g bringing crude oil into the. country and be refined in Cuba, 
-g they. would have to bring in the aes SO ;. that “would: have 
49 made a very easy target for us in order to blow up. the tankers 
44 OF whatever vessels- were used vO ene Ge ne gasoline, — 
‘a or. Blackmer. Wess you, aware that au of: these: vessels 
13 that were carrying oil to Cuba- may have been “flying: a Russian 


14 flag? 


es mr. Espinosa. No, this. was a hypothetical thingiat'the | 
16 time. 
417 Mr. Blackmer. It was not your intention at that time to 


18 provoke an incident between the U.S. and Russia? 
19 Mr. Espinosa. ‘No, that - would > have stopped. us: from 
20 blowing up the Russian ship. 
ke 5% Mr. Blackmer. So , you had some knowledge, I understand, 


2 of the particular oil refinery that you were: going: aften?~ 


lee Mr. Espinosa. Yes. i | 
O aay 24 Mr. Blackmer. How did you acquire that knowledge? 
~ 95 Mr. Espinosa. Well, through a aaa busineses, | 


» ee 
cf 
ao. say Ug, oe - A 
. ’ fo eat . 
. + 
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Mr. Blackmer., oor what Specifically was. that. business? 
Mr. Espinosa. It was--there were industrial inspectors: 


who. used to inspect Sugar refineries, eens and ‘places. here 


wepeGhel was being made and gasoline refineries, | or. coil. 


refineries, et cetera. 


Mr. Blackmer. And you had personally gone over this 


Particular refinery? 


Mr. Espinosa. ‘Yes, as. a younger man I used to. BO. there 


“with inspectors sometimes to make some pocket. money: or, 


“something. 


Mr... Blackmer. A part-time job? 
‘Mr. Espinosa. .-A part time job, yes. 


Mr. Blackmer. Did you talk McLaney into financing this 


operation? 


Mr.-Espinosa. Yes. 
Mr. Blackmer. And did you know what: his. particular 
interest waS in seeing this operation successfully: completed? 


Mr. Espinosa. Well, I mean, first we haus to Say. that ea 


a 


the operation was successful, perhaps we had a chance to. 


economically cripple the country and ii a 8 bring about 
a change in the peti css Or course, a change at: the | 
political situation at the time would have. been a. “favorable 
change for Mr. MeLaney' S economics or business. out. sane 
Mr. Blackmer. Stone McLaney Was personally interested in 


regaining some of his possessions in Cuba. 
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2 
3 mae internal polities in Cuba in the sense--do you: know. if he 
4 was sponsoring any particular exlle leaders who could possibly 
 § in the foreseeable. future. go bdacK to. Cuba and take over -onee 
@ Castro. was - eliminated? 
J MPs. ESpinosa, J don! Ao know that. | Idon't think so. 
8 Mr. Blackmer. So, te te your opinion that Mr. MeLaney 
9 Was doing wnat little he could and hoping that others. would do 
se a iittle and add to. the, possible fall of the Castro regine? 
‘3 Mr. Espinosa. _ Exactly. 7. 
12 Mr. Blackmer. In July: of 1963 outside OF New. Orleans, 
13 Louisianna, a large catch of dynamite and home-made: bombs. were 
a sane in the home of “Bild: MeLaney. Could. you" tell, us.’ “what you 
15 ‘know about - that. catch of arms that was discover? 
16 Mr. Espinosa. It was. taken there Sy me and th wast to. be. 
17 used in seiew wands: | 
4g Mr. Blackmer. A indice nates 
19 Mr. Espinosa. Re tne one that was in'Cuba. 
“90 ‘Mr. Blackmer. [I understand that some OF the people that 
(2) participated with you in the June 15 attempt also ‘participated 
-.22 with you in the es attempt. 
wR Mr. Espinosa. Yes. ; 
24 Mr. Blackmer. First of all, it is my understanding that 
25 you planned On using a B-25 or B-~26 bomberr nade 
, meet a _ _ALDERSON. On REPORTING c COMPANY, ee eo. 
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Mr. Espinosa. Yes, exactly like that. 


Mr. Blackmer. Do you Know if he was involved’ an: any. of : 


berets Jt Storer: a VAL, acnAsSoRe. atin 





Re) - 1 ae Espinosa. Yes. 
2 Mr. Blackmer. Was it the B-25 or p20. Tae 
jc a “Ee 3 Mr. Espinosa. I cannot remember, one or the obher a. 


40 | Mr. Blackmer.. Who, was ite that was to Bae the. plane? 


5 _ Mr. Espinosa. The plane. Was to be delivered to. “us ‘over 
6 there. | 
7 _ Mr. Blackmer. At Pontchartrain? 
8 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, and we were to go over there on the 
9 plane and take off. | - : 
10 Mr. Blackmer. Specifically, who was going to go on the 
(W-actual flight? | ee 
12- oMr. Espinosa. It was going to be a pilot, whose name’ 
o - ; | 13 ‘Can't: remember right now, - | | col ? | | | 
| pon 14 Mr. Blackmer. Was it Antonio Basquez? at gg aa 
4B MP ss Espinosa. Iam not sure; it could. bee. 
16. =, Mr. Blackmer. Who else. was to go on the plane? 
17 Mr. Eype ns as There were only three people’ to: go On the 


18 plane. [It was going to be Antonio, ji ee was--I. am not sure, 7 
19 and Miguel and myself or es Migual or Carlos Hernandez. 
99 | Mr. Blackmer. Was Sam Benton, once again, going to get 


91. you the plane? 


99 Mr. Espinosa. No. , 
2 Mr. Blackmer. Who was going to get you. the: plane? - , 
C ot aon Mr. Espinosa. [I have no idea. We were. tried; the whole 


25 thing was departmentalized. 
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1 = Mr. Blackmer. whose responsibility was it toy your. 

2 knowledge--was it to get the plane? a 

3 Mr. Espinosa. Financial sabsiuiwinnie 2 ee 
4 Mr. Blackmer. Financial responsibility. : ee 

_ Mr. Espinosa. Tt Was Mike. McLaney. | 

6 7 Mr. Blackmer.. And to ‘the best of your knowledge, Mike 


7 was going to make sure that the plane was at a specified * 
8 location? | 
9 Mr. Espinosa. That is rignt. 
49 Mr. eee Gumers: * And | as to the pilot, did you: take | the. | 
1 BLTOe with you or was’ oe a. Supposed to be’ there: with, the 
42 Slane? 


13 Mrs ll No, I went there first to. that: Place} wand 





44 then the guy who was going to go with the plane, Carlos 
15 Hernandez, came from Miami, and the pilot was. supposed: dat 


16 us. there once the plane was there or we. knew the plane. was. 


17 coming and he was going EO fly: from Miami to New ‘Orleans. a 
an | The, Pt /° ae 
18 Mr. Blackmer. didn't come ee, Carlos Hernandez? 
19 Mr. Espinosa. No. 
a 73 - . | . iaie 
eo = 20 _ Mr. Blackmer. Do -you know an individual. named beehliv 


SR from Colesville, Illinois? 


29 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, | 
“ | : Seale | 
23 Mr. Blackmer. How did you come ‘to snow Lie? 
e@ oe. firs. Espinosa: Someone Zave me his phone. number” and: is | 


25 can't recall who did it by now, and I called: him ‘and: ‘ 
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1 inquired if I could gO and see him ane get some. ‘eiplosives and. 
2 get some special detonators made for the bombs’ we were aging 


uC drop in the raid. 


OO 


4 Mr. Blackmer. This individual that told you about. him, 
. 5 what did the individual tell you about Luchli? | | 
oH. MP. ESpinosa. It was Just the John Birch Society who qad 
7 helped some ‘of the Cubans and different officials before. 
«8 Mr. Blackmer. . fou telephoned cube: individual and met 


9 him, I assume, where? 


| 10 | Mr. Espinosa. At his place, at his house. 
Wn Mr. Blackmer. That was where? | 
12 Mex Bapinesa.. . ta Colesville, TT Linois:. see 
on as: 43 Mr. Blackmer. Did you then go with him to pick-up 
™ 7 14: explosives? | | ood ea 
245 Mr. Espinosa. First, we Picked up the explosives cut we 


“16 left them. at the place aes he had them and then we went on 
17° for three or four days. naetie the. detonators which: weré “made 
18 from the heads of 61 millimeter mortar shells Ob, 60. millimeter 
19 mortar shells. 


a | | | Lauch), eee 2 
+ 20 Mr. Blackmer. I assume Mr. bretrli supplied all. of ‘the 





2 individual parts and you and Cuchi - together. wade pao 

oT | Mr. Espinosa. We put them together and he ‘had a very. 
en a a nice working room. 
e - eS Mr. 


ws Plackmer. This was in Colesville, Illinois? ...” 


OS op | Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 
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Mr. Blackmer. And then did you suDSequete ly. take the. 
bombs and munitions with you to New Orleans? 
r.’ Espinosa. Yes, 


Mr. Blackmer. When you went to New Orleans, ‘where did. 


you stay? 


Mr. Espinosa. ~ I: Stayed. at Mebane Ss house. 
Mr. Blackmer. The. same cottage at Lake Pontchartrain? 


Mr. Espinosa, Yes Bue: let me say something first. _ I 


stayed the first night | in a motel, ‘and the next. day. T drove: 
because. ca wasn! 2 oe sure. E. could: find a place. i night. and’ ‘then, 


the next day Z drove. ‘over ‘there. 


Mr . Blackmer.. Did. you. at. any time contact. BILL Hevaney? 
Mr. Espinosa. f. can't. recall if I did or snot, 3 probably 

did. - 
| : oe enadie ah | | ee 
Mr. Blackmer. Do you neve any—tdea—how | ‘someone: ‘else may 
have given you a key or was” the. acon left ‘on an2 th other 


words, what I am trying to. establish is: Did Bill | know: about 


the whole operation? 


Mr. Espinosa. [ Sante Say for certain. 


Mr. Blackmer. . And you do not recall whether On. net’ ee 


physically came to the cottage wnere you were? ba 


“Mr. ESpinosa. No. 
Mr. Blackmer. Did you KNOW anyone else in. New w Orleans at. 
the time that you might have been in contact: with? 


Mr. Espinosa. No. 
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eT. 
Oo | Mr. Blackmer. Did you know an individual by the: name‘of |) 


2 Guy Bannister? 
-  « es Mr. Espinosa. Not that I know of. | 
| 4 Mr. Blackmer. A former’ FBI agent and active at the time 


5 in New Orleans. 


Coon tre 6. 7 Mr. Espinosa. MNOe.. 2, | 









id Mr. Blackmer. ‘Haan 3S 1 aa 
| — DpAvia FeRRio? : 


8 Mr. Espinosa. No. 


4, 


Ps 
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Blacxmer. Are you familiar with an individual by the 


of Carlos Marcell@? 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


“13 decided against going on the operation? 


Mr. 


18 the FBI, 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
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Espinosa. No. 4 ee aa 
Blackmer., ~Qjeefem Popicl poi oe 
ESpinosa. No. | | Se 
Gorise® | - = Poe ats 
Blackmer. Peter Gauresco ? ‘s 


Espinosa. No. 


Blackmer. After you arrived at. Lake ‘Pontehartrain, a : 


g day or So later, I assume Carlos Hernandez came | and met you: 


10 and I assume you went over the plan of cae operation. 


Espinosa, oes 


ere ctie 4 “Could you tell us at. what: point « you" 


a“ i be it , 


Espinosa. Werk somehow the father of Fred 'Gill, who 


15 WaS going to arm the plane, died and subsequently. we “had to 
16 restructure and the guy had to go to Miami anid ‘shortly, after 


: 49 «the burial or sQnet ang we: found out he had been picked up by 


SO we had- be call eS operation orf. 
Blackmer. And at eae tine aie you see the planes? 
Espinosa. No. 


Blackmer. After the operation was cancelled, where - 


92 did you go? 


Espinosa. I came to New York. ~~ | tae os 
Blackmer. Did you contact McLaney? 


ESpinosa. Yes, I did. 
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ae Mr. Blackmér. And did you explain to him that ‘the 
2 operation nad been Cancelled? 5 
3 Mr, Espinosa. Yes, for the time being. : 
4 Mr. Blackmer. What was his reaction? is 
a &.. Mr Espinosa. ei ieee Lc. 6 him and i thougtit he was 
6 reasonable. - ; | ome, a 
3 Mr. Blackmer. Hlomabost Arter | ene . June 15 raid was . : 
8. stopped by the FBIP = you contact Mike. Melaney? - 
Q Mr. Espinosa. Of course, a 
10 | Mr. Blackmer. What Was nis reaction. to: theta, 
on Mr. Espinosa. He WaS always a good gambler “and ‘he ‘took. 
12: things a pas soso piical ly. ae an 
la a Ro 13 Mr. Blackmer., Was he HEeEe that the Federal. ‘Bureau of 
_ 14 Investigationp had in essence infiltrated. the ‘operation? . cr 
15 MY Espinosa. No. | : 
16 MPs Blackmer. was he aware that someone in the “operation 
17 hee leaked the information to the FBI? 
ae : Mr. Espinosa. Yes, we told him. 
49 : Mr. Blackmer. What was his reaction to that? 
oe s Mr. Espinosa. We told him we wanted CO. kill ‘the guy’ ‘but 
Sa he said, "No, you shouldn't do that." | | | 
: oo Mr. Blackmer. | After your trip — New York. and) your. 


2% contact with Mike MeLaney, did you ever again: propose, a. si 





24 Similar operation? 


= o5 _ Mr. Espinosa. No. 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, LINC, 


Mere? 53080 Docld:32248213  Pagerghdn « STREET. 'S. W.. “REPORTERS Bi WiRihin Anema aoe Cee 





1 Mr. Blackmer. Why was that? 

2 MPs ESpinosa. well, vou 220 Cilred of failure. jo 

3 | Mr. Blackmer. Well, in WIS ewice at ths teome.- 
4 ne Espinosa, It is only twice but up ‘to five or. Sik ot 


5 years. deine the same thing. | eee oe 





6 Mr. Alacer. In 1962, there was a raid on a hotel on’ 


| | é. 
‘7 Havana, a shelling of a hotel] in Havana by members - te He. >. ee 


re “i wb: 


8 Mr, Espinosa. It was 1966. 


: “ 


9 ° Mr. Blackmer,. | No, 1902, by members of the DRE, which was 





an anti- Castro exile. organization at 
1 the time. 


12 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 





13 Mr. Blackmer. Were. you familiar with. that: raidy 





14 Younknowmenyobing about ‘ime 


. ms 2+, 


a oe 15 _ Mr. Espinosa. No. 
16 = Mr.. Blackmer. Did you know. that: Carlos Hernandez was on. 
17. that raid? 


-. 18 Mr. Espinosa. I have heard that he was but I wasn’t. 


eae | Manve| ere 
a6 | Mr. Blackmer. Did you know fmanu@l. Salvat? a ee eee 
os “Mr. Espinosa. 1 ean tt recall. - 
| -* 99°. Mr. Blackmer. Also on that raid was an ‘individual, named. 
-¢ ; - . e Sec ae 


wn, cS bg Udalia Mayar? Did you ever hear of that individual?” 


: gg 
s.¢ f 
foe, é 


ee fF 4 
eter FY 


@ 2 Mr. Espinosa. I think SO, yes. | oa i oss 


alge, Mr. Blackmer. And do you recall what you have heard. 
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io or 1 about that individual? 
2 Mr. Espinosa. No, | | 
Gee 7 3 Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware at any time of any. 
| | 4 organized. crime. efforts to eS Similar .- Peas satgiten ho 
5 the one that. you were on? | | 
6 MPs Espinosa, ~ io. 
7 | Mr. Blackmer. When you were. living in eyed. aid” 
8 frequently in the: Hotel. Nacional, did ii asi Sean, 
9 individual named: Norman Rothman? 
10 x = Mr Espinosa. Yes. 
11 ‘Mr. “Blackmer. What was the nature of. your relationship 
12 with him? Be i 
OQ ee 2a Mr. Espinosa. eit saw him a couple of times; that. is’ 


15 Mr. Blackmer. Did you not in fact know his. song 4 








a7 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, 


18 “ir. Blackmer. And did you know his son se 





pier | Mpa ESpanee 4, tI met him in Miami. | | 
cee Mr. Blackmer. Was there a particular hotel or bar that 
29 you used to meet? ade i 6 
<s oe Espinosa. Yes, there was a bar in a 2 hotel in Miami 
: OO ae -5y Benes, He used to have this bar, and I think We called him 


25 «("Cappy," his nick-name, and we used tO go. quite, often to his 
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who had connections with the American Embassy? 





Dar. 

Mr Blackmer. And was the elder Rothman there on.” 
occasion? | | ed 

NP. Espinosa. faybe a couple of times, yes. 

Mr. Blackmer. = But you had no specific association with 
the elder Rothman? oe 

Mr. Espinosa. No. 


Mr. Blacxmer. And at no time did Norman. Rothman have 


need of your services as far as implementing any. clandestine 


activities? 


Mr. Espinosa. No. | 

Mr. Blackmer. So, it Was just Mike McLaney, 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, a rise 
Mr.. Blackmer. ‘Did you know.an individual naned: Frank. 

Bender? (a a 7 
Mr. Espinosa. [I don't tCnink so. 


Mr. Blackmer. In Havana once again, did- you. have” any. 


‘contact with the American Embassy with eee to. your’, 


underground activities? ee 


Mr. Espinosa. -No.- 


Mr. Blackmer. ‘Did you Know any individuals. in. -your: ‘group 


Mr. Espinosa. No, 


Mr. Blackmer. Did you know whether or not- your. ‘friend, 


“Rolando Cubela, had any contact with the american: ‘Embassy? 
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the gambling casinos in Havana? | 





Mr. Espinosa. No. 

Mr. Blacxmer. Did you. have any contact with the: ‘central 
Intelligence Agency in Havana? | ae 

Mini Beplneea &- Not many, but from a good ‘friendof mine, 
yes. | | a —. 


Mr. Blackmer., Who was that? 


Mr. Espinosa. Carlos Tepedino. TI don't know for ‘sure he. 


WaS an agent. 


ee Blackmer. _ Tepedino w WaS a friend of - Cubela, land he 
had contact with the. CIA? 


Mr. Espinosa, I cannot tell. you for sure. coe he had: 


contact. with the CIa- but. this is what we ALD: believed at ‘the 


-time,. 


‘Mr. Blackmer. ie there any individual that. “you: nay. have 
Suspected that he had contact. With? 
a) ga Espinosa. No. 


Mr Blackmer. Have you heard of an individual named 


David POL 114 5s? 


Mr. Espinosa. No. 
Mr. Blackmer. Did you ever see Frank Sturgis: at. any, ‘of 
~S 

Mr, Espinosa. No. 

Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware of any of Franke ‘Sturgis? 
activities with Fidel Castro> Prior to Castro! Ss. takes ovér?. 


Mr. Espinosa. No, 


— -ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY,, ING, 


oe 53080 : Docld:32248213 - Pagen0a6h STREET, S:W) REPORTERS’ BUILDING. WASHINGTON “ne Saned ssacn en Sate 





L 


) having seen him before? 





Mr. Blackmer. Do you know an individual named Gerald 


Patrick Hemming? 


Mr. Espinosa. I think a met: him once or twice. “ine Niemi. 


Mr. Blackmer. | And did. you have any dealings” with, 


Hemming? 


Mr. Espinosa. Nothing at all. 
a ae Blackmer, What did you know about Hemming?’ 


Mr. Espinosa.: | Nothing. What we ‘thought © we. knew about 


him is that he Was always. mixing with the Cubans that were, 
trying | to do something. but the word was he was. working ‘for the 


- FBI. or CIA or somebody, and. no one ever. took. him very. 


seriously about anything. Or. Sent ides: in him. for. pee 
Mr. Blackmer. Where were you on November. :22;, - 19632" | 
Mr. Espinosa. That Was the assassination? 
Mire. epsehnere. Yes. | 
Mr. Espinosa. In New York, 
Mr. Blackmer. when you Learned of the. -assassination--and 
I assume you saw newspaper articles and television coverage of 
the assassination--did you recognize Lee Harvey: Oswald’ as. | 
Mr. Espinosa: No. 


Mr. Blackmer. Had you heard anything after: the: 


eee assassination from any of your friends in the. cuban exile» 
lead es. ee 


community that may have implicated any one. of. the old’ ‘Cuban 


exiles in the assassination? 
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Mr. Espinosa, No, never, 
Mr. Blackmer, | le Ee of Pigs, ane Was. othe: 
reaction to him of the Cuban exiles that you: knew? “E ‘ath. ‘sure’ 


they were very cisappointed | and were many of them: violently. 


ae against. Kennedy himself ‘or the. aoe Government? 


Mr. Espinosa. Not really against him, against. the. cra 


Mainly or against. the government and not against Kennedy, 


Mr. Pieeier. what was ety general peceane as” ine 


cause of the | ere of ‘the Bay of Pigs? 


Mr. Espinosa. The CIA. 

Mr. Blackmer. How do you mean? 

Mr. Espinosa. Well, should I go into this. a “litte? 
Mr. Blackmer,. Yes, I think so. 


Mr, Espinosa. When the aestt Sr was risen: “by the: “pilots: 


in Guatemala, if you are: going to. go to. the: Bay, go. ‘in. with 4; 


~B-25 or B-26, B-26, let us Say, is a tactical bomber plane 


and now this kind of plane, oy ame remember, it has eight 


.50~ Gera Der meens ne: guns: in the nose and eae in the. tail: and SO 


on. 


And in order for this eer to: fly: from Guatenala to Cuba 


and be able to have a feeder for °30. minutes operation “dns ‘the 
“area and bomb or Mmacnine gun for 30 minutes and ‘come: “back to 
Guatemala, all of this ammunition and all of the: machine guns 


nave to be taken eee the plane and put additional gasoline 


tanks Ens 
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the. models of the Cuban. planes were @ different. model, ibke 


“eaiiea off, aie, Leek cane with about twos fe 


Of the stevenson convincing the president at a. time to. call: of 





So, the question was ere “OW 1 do“you” say fo 
English--it was. raised of what happens woaen we get there 
Without any fighter protection. and the planes are going tens “bey 
in the air and they. are going. ‘to be knocked down? ae . 
So, the answer to t that. was. Sse there. were going. to be 


ee Or three bombing. raids” ‘and. one in San Antonio: Bay ‘in. 


Pavens and another one in ‘another place and. another one. in 


Valdo Beach at poe. airport and ouek destroy Lt and make it a 


ereeonit ous strike and destroy Castro's air force | con the: 


ground, 
SO, everybody was very content with this ‘explanation and 


the strike. took. over and, Roa, “who was a Cuban: ambassador. to 


the. United Nations, made "Ql big fuss at. the: times Soy there. 
~Was.a: ‘big. fuss in the united Nations and they came. up. with the 


‘Sierures OT the planes, and. then it was found that, this, story” 


Nee . 


that the air force had been bombed ‘Dy Cuban pilots belonging 


a 


_to Fidel Castro's army: who had. defected, it was. a lie because 


you have a DC-9B or Des 9C or -is that rightz\ — 


So, wnen Stevenson, who waS ambassador to the. United 


_Nations--when he went to Kennedy and the third ‘Strike. “was. 





He ES PitTesah. OF three. planes were left: as. a eonséquence., 
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OF the Organization of American Sete would. come ‘Eni: and as. 
as 


the CIA was noted. for. tne; pean: operationsperd 
7 | 
St training.and—id-_you-fecl Lik 


300 guys did, but not the whole force that. invaded 1 Cube. And - 
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the third raid, So. consequently we lost all of the planes. 
Mr. Blackmer. Is that one of the specific reasons. why 
the invasion failed? | ee 
Mr. Espinosa. - Yes, I would think SO. 


Mr. en | Because Castro’ S air force” was able to 


annihilate the nenbeee and also the supply nies. 


Mie eee AS long as, we had a boat we could: really 


take and maintain a piece of land over there until the: forces” 


we 


understood OY friends — of mine who (wee there, all of. the ships, 


“the battle ships: were. right there and the. carrier and the: 


_whole thing. 


So Tt guess the whole . thing: was ‘that somehow. people | 


ne 1 was as Usual, the vers CIA. screwed - up: sthing, and 


they thought it. was Stevenson who really. precipitate sd the 


wnole thing. But nobody--maybe because they were. sympathetic, 


out nobody bothered about RPaRENE Kennedy for at. 


Mr. Blackmer. So, it was your feeling at the. time that 






Tn your 


training, did you feel like you were given adequate: and: ie... 





Mrs Espinosa. As I said oe you the other day y- T did, “and 


_ 4 


then this might not have been a Cink decision and: might nave 


been a dei sion Saying you have to get the guys) over there. and 


= = . a a ‘ 1 = 
, ae 3 . . : 7. cae « ae est = . . ' 
mS ere ee a Rm me a mem at —_— = ae 
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1 2&O -is ROW Cr never. 
2 So, what I am saying i , as I Said to you the other aay) 
3.40 4158 the fault. of tne Cubans. If. we had gotten’ ins there. “in 


4 the beginning and sO on and. SO.on. 





5. Mr. Blackmer id. many Cubans understand this’ to be. the 
6 

a i 

a Mr. Espinosa. . “They re all heroes, even if they: never. 


9 Saw a gun in their. hives. They are all heroes and ‘SO. you have 


10 to blame things on other: people and not on yourselves. and. the 





47 main reason why we failed should fall. upon: our. shoulders, to 
2 begin with, = 
13°. Mr. ‘Blackmer. It is your: testimony. then that. ‘you! 
14 participated in an infiltration before the Bay. of Pes. and 
ae after the Bay. ‘of Pigs you. were. on three or four, more | 
Oe Smet pe etieas:- into Cuba? 
a7 Me Espinosa. Yes. 
ag. | me Blackmer. And: as: 13 recall, wnat we are trying to do. 


19 today is get. on the record all of the oa We. chad discussed 





me noe “20°in Our interview with yous and —so-you-be reve to es 
2) intervitew-youvstabeds=s —ers, 
7. Mr. Espinosa. Let. me tell you something. “There. was. a 


_ feos t ite somewhere with the days and the people that. went. into 





: 24. this infiltration and you oo t do that. because. a igen seen. 


95 et many, many years ago. 
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Mr. Blackmer. Where exactly did eee this yilen 





4 
2 MP Espinosa, i saw it. and I was going with ‘somebody uno 
3 Was a civil ‘Servant: and he. “showed iat to me as a Favor but. Tr 
4 know thoes is. a file. 
6. Mr. Blackmer. And this. file you Saw, where was it, in 
6 Miami? y ta 
7 Mr. Espinosa. No, Ididn't. see it in Miami. 
8 Mr. Blackmer, .Would “you like to tell-us where: you ‘saw 
9 it? a - 
10 | Mr. Espinosa. No. 
11 Mr. Blackmer, — “And eo your knowledge it details each. one 
AQ vor tie operations that. you. personally. were involved in? 
eee ae Espinosa. Yes, and. the persons > involved. and “friends 
14 of mine and. people, involved. in the. OCOEF, operations: with. one 
18 fron the CIA. and. the: whole. thing. _ 
16 Mr. Blackmer. Is it your. feeling that, .as S you expressed 
- the other day, that these subsequent ane, were merely. 
“18..done by the: CIa_ Sie to Keep Sonbeel or taps. on. some. of the 
19. Cuda ? Ve a eras ie Bese 
ae, Mr. Espinosa. Either that a ee get no 
24 0r the other. | | ee 
Pos Mrs en And you Felt that the operations: theme 
23 Selves were meaningless? 
24 Mr. Espinosa. Not only that; you two have. been in the 


army, 1S that right? And you Know, you can ina peteng: that. 
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1 Anyway, if you have a box of 30 caliber machine ‘gun 

2 ammunition, you know exactly, you KNOW when. YOu. ‘open se 

3 ‘ammunition box you are going to find the required. oti 
4 and when you spare going on the operation and 204 gg up. = ae 
5 caliber munitions box and you start finding 45 caliber. 

6 ammunition, you start wondering badilen Hhaas inti ae edie 
7 tiat. - = 

8. After a few years they take ‘them away because it LS like 


9 a ii is el: in a pharmacy and they deliver them to you from 


70° an army. ‘camp or from. an army depot or something, and: what it 





44 Says. outside,. believe me, you will find inaiee, 


2 If you do not find inside what is outside, ‘tf, you. do hot 


‘a © 68. Hah find. it, you wonder who changed it and. why was Et. ‘chariged? 
440 Mr. Blackmer. How large were the groups. that’ you. | 


sy 
ef- 


4g infiltrated with? 


4g 7 ‘Mr. Espinosa. Smell groups, three or: four. 
. 47 Mr. Blackmer. And were you parachuted in or were you Pee 
ay brought eptfeer by sea? | ee i eee 
ag. Mr. Espinosa. We were always taken ia by - séa.. The. name 
“20 of, that Frank I mentioned before it Frank Bernereino. | | 
oo Mr. Blackmer. This was an individual you. knew? 
“e800: Mr. Espinosa. He Was a good friend of. tele 
on | Mr. Blackmer. And Cubela? - 
Oey Mr. Espinosa. No. 


a an ee een “have Torgotrerwhereti scwan—irrs— 


a ee ee re | " ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, 
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2 Mr. ESD.in0.S.a———Py--one of Urevraresy——— a 
3 Mie ibackmers-One~of “tera Tes~youvwere™ ieee 
a Mr. Es spinosa. tou asked_newhowaswith-menangi 


5 mentioned. 3—Fewmobtrers arnt “I coud srememb en, 

6 - Mr r. Blackmer. in. February Of 1903) there was a ‘story 

7 ‘circulated that certain Russian Cecnnic ians.: were hiding in the 
8 hills in Cuba and that they. wanted to defectwanet As a result 


noo: (OE: this a man by- the. name of Eddie Bayo or: Edlardo Perez with | 





10 10 other men were infiltrated into cubsaand Trey i were - never 


ie hg on tee Abanf- 


1 seen again. Had you. heard during the time thet 





| 2a 49 Russian technicians?. oe. he Be Cee, 
() Si ag : Mr. Espinosa. It is the. first time that. oe heard of "et at. 
phe  qahe Cine, yes. | Te een 
15° Mr. Blackmer. That the Russians were in: Cuba," “but. nad 
16 Pe heard any of them were PESEne and ready ne defect? 
47 | dlies: Pepindea. to. : 
or | Mr. Blackmer. What Nad you heard about the Russians 
oi 4g technicians at the rer oo 3 es a = 
aa Mr, Espinosa. Well, what I heard at the tine was that 


2 long before that time, long before 1963, BuCee was. 5 Alphonzogge.” * 





2 Carol and ea was Siva--the dast name and a cannot’ Teniémber- : 
*. 93 the first name, and they were in a CIA mission. in. Cuba: and 
| °o4. they reported. fo the CIA or at least they . said they were 


2% technicians Or they were putting things together and they 
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1odidn't know exactly what it was, so they were. not- briefs ed “EOF 


2 enet particular mission and $0 I have heard, 





3 “rp. Blackmer. #aS this before 1962? 

4 Mr. Espinosa. Before 1962, yes. | 

5 Mr. Blackmer., Was it before the Bay of at SE 

6 Mr. Espinosa. Before the Bay oF Pigs. : ees. 
7 Mr. Blackmer, But you had not heard of . that ofhen 70 
8 Mr. Espinosa. * ne first time I. heard ‘about ate “story 


about the Russi no a ee | 
9 about the USSlans in the hills is now | Bayo. Coseaya 





40 Mrs Blackmer. And you were aware of Gerieral BHO. -coséeya, 
11 the general who trained Castro? | | oe | | 
| 1200 Mr, Espinosa. Yes, I have heard. about. ttf man pyes. 
% 43. | Mr. Blackmer. Did you Poeeneey. know: nim? a 
= Pag - Mr. Espinosa. Wes : 
45 a Mr. Blackmer. Dia you ever see him? 
16 Mr. Espinosa. No. 
47 i ge Blackmer. Were you aware of any children he way Nave 


48 had? 


ao. Mr. Espinosa. No. © oes 
Pl 99 Mr. Blackmer. And you do not know Eddie Bayo. or 





2 Perez? 
. 2 Mr. Espinosa. No.. 
ag Me. Blackmer. tires, I think John Hornbeck would” 
O eg like to ask a few questions, especi ere about. cubela and ced 


Os ee ee Wn hime | Se ae aes 
ore OS relationshis ttrere and-—sO7T™ean. pee 
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1 
2 Mrs Hornbeck, Can you “State the first time: that. “you. met 
;* es 3 Rolando Cubela and what your relationship was with fim, ‘in. - 
4 Cuba? . rene 
a Mr. Espinosa. I must have met Holkands when. r I was about 


6 j2 or 13 years old because he used to ZO, or we used to. have’ ae 
7 very good protestant school in the city in which I was, born. 
8 And a lot of people from all Over Cuba used to go there to get 
9 an education. | | : 
2410) - < He was going to: this ‘school and [. met: him: cat. that time; 
11 and I was 12 or 13 and he must nave been. 15° Or: 46: years old at 
12 that time. ae | 
@ | 4 Mr. Hornbeck. were you friendly with any’ of his: 
ag relatives and was he friendly with any of your. ‘relatives? 
Fg 7 Mr. Espinosa. TI was friendly with his father and with 
aera meter and mainly with his brother, and his father, I S:aW 
a 17 -him and he was always lost somewhere and I was very friendly 
4g with his mother and with his Sister. Gari, a | 
ee Mr. Hornbeck. After’ this first schooling with Rolando, 
“20 did you continue to stay in contact with him? os ks 


i, Op Mr. Espinosa. Yes, mainly because he was. ac: very good. 


eee Op ae 8, 


99. friend of eee incnes Echeverria. a eee 
= 7 ae eee | Mrs Hornbeck: And I take it Echeverria was “a good. frieng 
a 28. Mr. Espinosa. Yes, gerusied uC live about 20 minutes: from 
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each other, | 
Mr. Hornbeck. Did the three of you attend. any: séhoois of 

higher education? | Pee ae, he oe ee. 
Mr. Espinosa. we. all. went ‘to the University of. Havana. 
Mr. Hornbeck, Were all three of you there at en, 


approximately the same time? _ | a 


Mr. Espinosa, Yes, they were there before I was there 


and by the time I got there. reey were big snoNS already. 


Mr. Hornbeck, what was Cubela's course of study at. the 


University and what political activities at the. University was. 


on engaged in? 


Mr. Espinosa. At is funny, Rolando started, to: be a 


doctor. and he was studying to be a doctor. 


Mr r. Hornbeck. You are Speaking of Serene AN, 


Mr. Espinosa, Yes, and I do not know whether hes 


graduated or not and his political. activities were very, very 


Py 


‘eaieee in the sense that he would sort of follow the 


activities of Antonio mainly. 


Mr. Hornbeck. And was this their pattern at. ‘the. 


University when you arrived, that Echeverria was. Be, real leader’ 


and. Cubela was associated with him? Pe a ee 
Mr. Espinosa. Yes. | Be ee a m8 
: ae SP RS = 


Mr. Hornbeck. What year did you first enter the. 


University? 


Mr. Espinosa. 1954. 
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1 Mr. Hornbeck, And was the University a strongly" 
2 political kind of institution? a - 
; i 3 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, very, much, 
ce 4 Mr. Hornbeck, ~ “And. you: graduated from the. University? 
5 Mr. Espinosa. No, 1 was ‘there one year and it. was, ‘that 


7 6 we had a lot OF. Lioness: with pee police ana Snowe. outs and the 


8 Mr. Hornbeck, What was the main contention between the 


es. 


20 tee 2 , i | _ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, inc, 
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Students and the police regime at that bam s 
‘rs -ESDinds 4. Dictatorship, democracy and the trouble: we 


were having with a dictator. you don't like ey ‘the: Cubans. have 


Castro now, 


Mr. Hornbeck. Who. was the. dictator at that time? : 
Mr. Espinosa. Batiste: 


Mr. Hornbeck, And who were the students supporting it 


there was anyone candidate? 


ie tain ce what” Ls. ‘that? 


Mr. Hornbeck. | Who: did ae Students support or was te 


Aust: against: Batista? 


Mr. Espinosa... Mainly’ eae last - president, Pri. “There: 
was a lot of good: nature. and idealogical politicking: in, the 


University, and there. was a lot of politicking done: by other 


guys who had been in the WEN for a long: time. and” the 


kind of students who never. graduated, professional’ students, 


‘and I think Prio was to butter them up and keep them flaming, 


and there were different. sections. 


But in general, everybody liked Prio and. there. was sa 


‘democratic government and here came Castro aaa he. “Screwed it 


Mr. Hornbeck. When: you left the University, were: > Cubela 


and FeWeverr ia still at the University? 


Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 


Mr. Hornbeck. Did there come a time when you joined them 
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1 in any anti-Castro activity or anti- Batista | activities? =| 
2 : Mr, Espinosa. I will ree GO. yous 7 was” in the, . 
Ce, es 3 University for one year and a didn't study, ene atl We. did. he 
+. 4 whole time was Just trying to get somebni ng going. aainst: ‘ee 
5 Batista. There were so many Siasnes with the police ang 
6 people snot sae enc and that. 
7 And my father took me out and sent me to LSU. | I stayed 
8 there one year and then 1 became of age, 18, ‘and my. ‘grand- a 
9 father died, and so oS decided to quit. and goon an) tak ke a 4 
10 the ranch that my grandfather had left meat the eT 6: 


&. 


11, | 50, went over there and minding ny om business. and 


- 


Tee 


12 working ‘and not messing in. politics: and I used to. ‘spend three 


43 or four weeks over there-or 40 days and then BO. oto. Havana for. 


Le’ -qaesae weekend or. three or four days. — And then’ ‘one: “time: 1 went: to. 





15 Havana and Rolando. called me. and ne had juste-or: ‘Antonio: “nad 
46 just been to Mexico to see castro and they had a meeting in 
47 Mexico. 
18 50, ne eo 7 Wwe are zoing to have a meeting with: about, 
oe, Sose Api toned 
49 10 or: 12 guys in the Gaigerstey and Resanrra ee me to: call 


: 20 you. it 





: 21 | Mr. Hornbeck. Can you eorisws winiate 
9 this was? eg ee | a 
23 | Mr. ESpinoSsa. Sg ) bef eColonel 
o a os 24 Blanco was shot, the day before he was shot." | 
pe 5 Mr. Hornbeck. Cen you identify what position’ he held? 
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1 Mr. Espinosa. Who is that? 
2 Mr. Hornbeck. . Blanco. | | 
a: 3 Mr. Espinosa. He was head of military intelligence. 
| 4 Mr. Hornoeck., seer the Batista regime? oe 
5 Mr. Eseineeei. Yes. 
6.  oMr. Hornbeck.: And that day, what --- 
9 Mr. Espinosa. inee day Rolando called me and he said, 
a "we are going to meet at the square in ‘the. University. Bt ee 0 
Sose Gwtonro - 
—g o'clock, and Heosenana toid me ‘to call you." And so I got.- over 
49 there and we were about 10 or 12 guys, and Castro. was going to 
a come and he sent me ‘regards from the guy who wes killed and we 
“42 had es. start. really eracking and getting things done. over 
13 there, like shooting the D1g guys. or chief. OF polices and. P30 on 
“4 and military. intelligence and all of that. Sac 
Mt | So, we made three groups of four wake aed 
16 remember wno was there in case you want ae names: but Ts don't 
17 think it is of ipeapest to you because most. of. them: are dead, 
48. and maybe except. for Rolando. 
9. Mr, Hornbeck. If you can eonenber the groups and what 
., 20 targets those particular groups had. So 
“21 Mr. Espinosa. The people who were there were Rolando, 
oo. MA Cone: aetna Machado. ee ee 
aoe 7 Mr. Horne: Was that his first name?. 


O oe Mr. Espinosa. No, it was his last name and I-can't:= 





. - 25 remember his first name. There was Roderique. 


7 . 
SETS re eee mil Fe 
a? Bae ee te ie 


& 
a 
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no 
1 Mr. Hornbeck. What was the first name? é 
2 Mes Espinosa. Nutosa. There was Joe 4 Westbrook and there 
oe 3 was--I cannot remember. his name nos and he pes dead anyway, and 
| 4 all of the people th rat were there. eae 
5 Mr. Hornbeck. So, did the ‘groups: divide into these four 
g areas with Specific targets in nate | 
7 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, one group was going. to. take«care..of 
, 8 Usalace who was chief of police —_ we were the youngest. ones 
9 and we aot the easiest one, who was Blanco Irco, and then the 
“40 others were together going to take care of Taberinalla. — 
11 Mr. Hornbeck. What position did he hold? | | | 
12 - Mine Bap unoea.. + the ariny chief. 
_ 13 Mr. iSenBeek. Were any of these otnp Sosa 
44. carrying out: their. targets? ne het 
45 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 
16 Mr « Hornbeek. Of eine Pe Gues.7 GED ones were successful? 
17. Mr. Espinosa. Our group; we were the one who got lucky 
18 first. | | 
tg * Mr. Hornbeck. Ghee Geese. be your particular role in the 
2 20 © assassination of Blanco: Irco? Pe = 
97 Mr. Espinosa. Just to ae in the car and: worked with a 
99 gun over there to see if someone was coming. 7. . : 
5 Be oa Mr. Hornbeck. Can you describe just prtéfiy whatie. © 
| ye Oey. occurred the day ne was killed? : 
| - oP 2B Mr.. Espinosa. ‘Rolando eaires me and i was. not at home. 


nn) - * 
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I was at my erie sens, and it Was a Saturday, and: he called 
me over tnere and he wanted to pick me up and we took my: car 
and we picked up CWO guys anes nand grenade. — 
MIs ioenocen: a eeteoase 
ais ae pecitnese: Two pistols, one 45 and one a Spanish 
Start, and then we jeme.6 pick up Carbo, pede: carbo--that. rs 


the last name and we gave each other a rendezvous ‘at 10:00. 


otelock. I left Rolando at his home and I went home and 1 
took a nap and 7 took a shower and I went there at 10:00- 


Ootelock and they were not there. 


50} J went Lo. three OF four different - places: where we 


were. ‘Supposed to be because the guy was supposed, to be ‘there, 
- and I thought maybe I was late or they were early. °F thought 


it. was my fault and I couldn't find him and abouthalf past 12 


or 70500 o'clock, I said, "well, nOGHSNE pas ened: “and a 


don't know what happened and I went to sigan.’ The next> 


morning I just heard on the radio that they got the guy. 


Mr. Hornbeck. . After that particular event, what. kind of 


"activities against the Batista regime did vou engage’ im: with 


Rolando and Echeverria? 


Mr. Espinosa. Let me try to synchronize ‘because then I> 
nad to leave the country. 
Mr. Hornbeck. He was immediately suspected? nero 


Mr. Espinosa. He was not immediately suspected. AG the 


time we were so young and I don't tnink they: would. suspect US - 
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1 and they were thinking on old gangsters, BAe Sone of his: 
‘2 professional students that were there. Actually, I think that. 
3 they got Cubela but anyway, at “that time he was out of the 


4 country. 





5 Mrs forhbeck. ‘Do you know where he june 
68 Mr. Espinosa. He went to Miami. Pniake Repea acae cine 
7 I didn't see him and.the other people were trying to carry on 
ee ee their targets, and -I wasn't in contact with Antonio for 
oe asa ane a year. ‘Then; he called me one day and : we had a meeting 
10 and we were peneene about making an assault on. ‘the presi- 
LM dential Palace and that Ls the last time that: Uv Baw ‘itd, ” 
2 i Wire Hornbeck. - Approximately what. was the sive aie ad! 
“43: the. mescnre. on the palace? | _ ae hee 
eh ae die nee Espinosa. Bis think: he got a letter--I_ am: _sure--from 
sag Castro that he Showed to all of us who were there at that 
2 eee aa that day, and the letter was saying, "Well, after 120 
“ot days or 90 days or 200 days that [| nave been ie ones es 


Apa. agMastros,.in the hills , you haven't done anything yet.". 





og ees Te was a kind of. a: Letter that was really, trying to make 

Sev so hein feel ‘like a shit, and I know this was a much more” : 

"21 complicated ena and it was only going to. be the: ‘students who 

US a were “§ going to do it. “te 
ogg Then, in came people. from other organizations, and 


oS “og. relatives in the other weanieartine, the far rig ght, cand 





we loo 25 exspoliticians like Sandro and people like that! and. + ‘saw. “him 
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1 that day and he said, "I will be in touch wita you," and.h. 
2 never got in touch with me. 


Mr. Hornbeck. Did there come a time when Cubela. returned 


7) 


4 to Miami? 


“5 Mr. ee ee 

6 Mr. Horabeck. Can you tell us apprexinnbely-wien Shak 
pas | Fn 

8 Mr. Feoinesas Tt must have deen tne end of 1957. 

g9 Mr. Hornbeck. And from tne period? 

10. Mr. Espinosa. It was tne middle of ‘57, three or four 


“41 months after that time of. the Presidential Palace. 


a Mr. Hornbeck, From the period of mid. 57 through. the: 
O | 43 first part of 1959, what was your association with: cubera? 
ee 44 a Mr. ESpinosa. You see, everybody was $0 burned: up: ore of 


15 the time in Havana, everybody nad to go to the hills. and I had 
- -416 a very good Pen aeOuSine with the son of the actual president 
47 0f the- Sanne: in Cuba at. ine bagi: and he was a ‘very good. 


18 friend of mine. 


21g Mr. Hornbeck. Who was that? 
a9) Mr, Espinosa.. Alfred eeneaiee 

oe Mr. Hornbeck. Would you tell us about the’ d old ‘man. n first? 
a) Mr. Espinosa. The old man was poe on ‘Alliegro: and he. | 


“¢ 


“23 was president of the Senate at the time, ang he was’ one. of “the: 


O oe es OA ‘big shots. I met his step-son when I was iy beltatasnd Seats 
"25 and we were close friends. 


F 
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504 4 was Somebody wno could be in Havana all of the time 
and more or less protected and I could have the liberty to zo 
places and meet ee Pane aes and go back. to the | 
hills and so on without Her risx of anything happening | ‘Lo. me. 

Mr. iemabenk.. So, yews was Rolando Cubela> during: vents. 
period then up until tne time when Batista left the first: ‘ole 
ease ye 

Mr. Espinosa. He-was in the hills all.of the time. 


Mr. Hornbeck. What was his group and what relation did 


they nave with tne Castro group? 


Mr. Espinosa. They-had no relation at eee 
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Mr. Horncecx., They were fignting independently? .. 
vr M spinosa. indepencently, and tryine to sia a hill 


before Castro did, and so you have an idea what pee real ‘ities 


were-at the time,’ when Castro sent. Che Guevara Pr oui ‘Oriente 


Province to the Province of Santa Clara. - And 1. think. ‘that. he 


had 150 or 160 wen. 


In Santa Clara there were. plenty of people fighting, 


because. nis was. not such an isolated Page’ as Oriente was, 


and it was not only the stugent group; there was also the 


people of the Willian’ Morgan group which were the third ‘front, 
ee 


and they alone ed a people. But Castro. wanted to shave a 
rors over there somehow £6 cone the situation, cand | one. nots 


the things, or the orders was to dispose 259 Rolands Menoya. 


Mr. Hornbeck. You are saying one. of the mis sions. of Che 


Guevara was to eliminate or kill both fenoys Sane Ouee a 56: 


that Castro would be the only leader? 
Mrs ESpinosa: Yes. 
Mr. Hornbeck. How do you have that information? 


Mr. ESpinosa:. From Cubela and from other people WO. were 


- there at the time, because the thing is that somehow: ‘they. oo 


found out by some of the students from the wniverarty of 3 


Ortente who were with Castro. 
Mr. Hornbeck. Was there any confrontation with either - 
Cne Guevara or Castro? 


Mr. ESpinosa. Che arrived there and took him and.-put him 
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1 under custody. So there was another thine baek ad forth: ‘from. 
2 Oriente to Santa Clara until the Zuy was relieved, but he-was 
3 three or four days under custody. 
4 ii. TORR DSeCK.. Approximately wiat tine period was this}. 
a) ee er ae ee eg 
6 ur. Espinosa. ‘This would have been October, September or 
7 Octover of 1958. : — | —_ ; 
8 “Mr. Hornbeck, Batista’ leaves Havana. approximately the 
9 bar si: January of 1959? | 
10 “re oe Yes. 
11 Mr. Hornbeck. What arrangements, cee i any, were: nade 
2. Heewees the various groups then? 
13): MPS ESDINOS a. 2Nothane. 
14 Mr. Hornbeck. How didtit come about that Fidel Castro 
45. then came to oe and Cubela and Menoya and eence OP hs, Oboe 
16. leaders did not come to power? 
7 Mr. ESpinosa. I don't know. I always wondered ayeue 
18% that myself. And ae tee ee you, used to be in the 
19 hospital room witn Rolando at the time when he: vas tiounded, 
20 when he was 8 going through the operation with: the: arm, and, pe 
‘21 was there wnen Castro came to see him, and. when. che came’ eee: 
2 see him and Raul Castro came to see Aim, a6 nea the other) 
23 leaders from the student groups came ‘to Soe: him. They. had 


dilSCusSsiOns about bnis and, Tirst. ©f ald, they were all of the 


people, wiser people, better trained by the Communists of 
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course, and they knew exactly what we were doing and we didn't. 
KNOW: exactly wnat we were qoing. we Were fizghting aewar and" 


once the war was over, we didn't know what to eer ee ce 


have any ambition of power. 
And when Lsay Wee's don't. Countsend 1 am talking. ab pout. 
tne people who were there; mostly I am ta lking about Rolando, 


-and there was no ambition of power or any of that. There was 


just to get the rey ae aes 1s it. Our aim was to ‘Stop, 


wnen these people’ Ss aims were very well planned for far- ahea 


Mr. er “Did there come a time. when you. and ‘Cubela. 
split.as to your. views of Castro? 7 | Se ae 
Mis ESPINOSA: : Ges, 


Mr. .Hornbeck.:. Can. you tell us approximately: vihen that 


happened, and can you describe how you came apart? 1s. 


Mr. ESplinosa. Well, as. I said at the. sieges he. 
came into fiawane., immed paves i they called me and they: ‘said, 
"Rolando is going bastoe: wieneecia about one hour and they want 
you to be at the University.' 


He came in 15. or 20 minutes late, and ‘he said to me, f 


think we are golng to have a lot of seeutene ait Castro: cand 
the 26th.of July as a Symbolic thing, because. 80. many of Sour 


friends got killed on the attack of the.- Presidential, Palace, 


and Antonio - was killed that day, and. not wnere, but. another 


part of Havana, and we went and took the Presidential. Palace 


as a gesture and a symbolic thing. 
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The first two or three months we were together all ofthe 


time. Then [ ear ere ences caw e Wher Nit.on iia a: ae ae ae 


guess I -was a wise ess) at. the tite » “ES oeeial Ly « about the 3 


things that we were letting Castro get away with, especially. 
where he-had to take absolute. power over nen oe atid ve 


were getting Dull shit in-return. And the fact was I -never 


liked the guy; and as a matter of fact, I hated him, and i‘ 


-never Knew his politics. because I don't know. 


Some people find out their wives or girls are. fooling 


around with somebody else for two or three years, cand just 
from the beet nniwe ee thowsnt® this was going the wrong g.way: So. 


I started having arguments with Rolando and asking. for 


explanations from hin, because this was oe what’ we Fought for 


and not wnat our friends died’for, and "So Sali cae Mee ais se 


accomplice of Castro and I cannot understand this.” 


He said, "Why do you say that, and why are you putting up 


(Wieeon this?" 


i ane "And tney are taxing land away from. as and 


they are shooting soldiers who never shot aa: the whole’ war and . 


just. shooting tnem and there was no trial; and. r Wave seen. the 
trials and | were mocKkeries, and whether they were. guilty. 


OF ino guilty, they got shot. and that is it. 


$6 ne wouldn't rere me the rignt answers, and he: would. 
Say, "well, there is a revolution." And T said, ~~ don’ ee 


understand that, Rolando, and i don't understand iby and. 3 
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qdon'e understand the thing gs Chat are nappening and. you: re 


2 being an accomplice because you are in a position. to do 


02 


GJ 


something and you are not oe anything, anc (ou-aee piapies 
4 his ball ganie." | | e 
5 In the obeginning we discussed Peee matters, and then we 
6 started getting very close in, and I really didn't unc ierstand 
7 it. 'And to the oes one day je hae-s discussion in my house 
8 and he told my mother, "when your Son goes to jail, then ie 


9-me," and I said, WOM" T.Cald vou. 


10 oOMr, Hornbeck, ‘Rolando. said Loa: CoO: your mother? 
11 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. | 
12 Mr. Hornbeck. Approximately when did you leave Havana? 
O ees Le Mr. Espinosa. I left Havana “it: 1959: ba +, 
| eo, ie © 2 MPs Hornbeck. When in 1959? | 
15 Mr. Espinosa. I don't know if it was Cctober or 


16 September or November; somewhere between October and December. 
7 ae Hornbeck. During the period of time that you came to 
48. the United States and Went to train in the Bay of Pigs ana 
"19 came back to the United States, did you have any contact. with 
“20 Cudela? | . 
aoe. Mr. Espinosa. Well, some guys and myself, We _Aiisugi aE 
22 the time we were allowed. to go to South Ame erica’ and Te and : “some 
23 others were going to Panama or Nicaragua, and oa we, ‘ae on 
24 idea -- and there is one cpiae L LOreow £6 pelt shea? 


25 At the beginning when things began, there was-/a lot. of 
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friction with the 26th of July, and we took all of tne, weapons 


2 from an arsenal in some base outside of Javena, and it must 
@ a 3 have been 500 M-1 rifles and 2 few 50-caliber machine guns and 

4 copule of hundred of Thompson submachine Zuns, and some 

5 mortars, a 190 tank. gun, and. souwehow all of the things were 

6 hidden by ime. 

‘all Rolando told me to hide it in-a place, tnat we were going 

8 to need it one gee So I hid mae my house, and we had .a 

9 very big house, so big that when they came looking for these 

10 they couldn't find it because it was like an old castle and 

11 there were like Kidder doors, hidden panels and things like 


od 


12 that. 





CO . a They came looking 66x it and they didn't find it, and SO 
| - 414 about two Or tnree weexs after.that I put the whole thing in a 
15 truck and took it to a resort very near to where ce Ge OrR. 
16. in Varadero. 
7) ig I took it over there and we gecided:'s few guys who 
18 were going to do something, go to the hills or do something, 
19 and we came out with this idea to go to some other. country, and 


20 do something so we oud get away and cover ‘our activities. 


21 we got caught. 
22 Mr. Hornbeck. By whom? 
Z3 Mr. ESpinosa. By Castro. 


and we were taken to eenHeed 


en 24 de got poaen eo 


25 Intelligence, and there were about six or seven of us. and. 
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1 they got all the neenoue: Sonewnd Squealed and they 

Z infiltrated soz neopody in the Sroup. And I don't RAG hae ae 
oe - 3 going to nNappen, but it was 4 little bit Scary at the time, 

4 and SO we were uncommunicated Lor several days and we nore 

5 questioned, and we were serene tO Our story we going to 

6 Guatemala or someplace else. And I can't remember now, and 

7 Rolando was in Spain and ny motner called him and he came: over 
‘8 and ne zot us out. 

g : OME. Hornbeck. Was there any particular reason he was in 


10 Spain at that time? 


11 Mr. Espinosa. He was a playboy. 
le Mr. Hornbeck. ee COE ane oO. 06 Nee DOMES. 
© : nae ~ 13 Mr. Espinosa. Ho He. went: over there. to. have: ay good 


“14 time, and so actually the threat that ne made,. "Call me and I 

18 will help you,” and ny mother called him sid es ae iene 
16 he. got us Out. 

17 ee Hornbeck. After your period in the United States, 


Contact er oe 


ae did you have any GommReet with him? th 

8 Mr. Espinosa. No. The only time I nad contact was, when 

29 I told you that I went to Paris and Chese people: contadte d me 
(21 Mr. cdornbeck. I am going to get to that, “and. cc want: bo 


99 establish inerner Or not, during the years ‘that. you: were Li, 


es: the United States and training for the Bay of Pigs. and, were. in 





24 New York, that you had no direct contact with fee ind i cow 
; y : . im and di. 


25 have any indirect contact through mutual friends? . 
25 y g is 
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1 Mit sa EE SOLnOSS, Hever. 
2 ere ae aornoeck, Approximately what year aie you go to 
3S Spain? 
_ 4 Mr. Espinosa. I went to Spain “= you mean now, in the 


5 last few years? 
6 | aia Hornbeck, LO 
7 plge peace. I never went TO Sosea: ne eee wou tre 
8 other day. 
9 | Mr. Hornbeck. Approximately what year aid: Vou 20 UG 


10 Paris? 


1 Mr. Espinosa. I went to Paris in 1964 or -1965.°°- 
12 Mr. Hornbeck. Would it help you to know a = 
oO 7 5218 Mr. Espinosa. I think it wes 1964 or '65._ 
_ _ Mr. Hornbeck. Would it refresh your memory that, 


TS according to government records, you came to New York and 
-°6 first contacted immigration sometime approximately in June oor 


17 thereabouts in 1965? 


18 “rs ESpinosa. Yes, | fe 
19 Mr. Hornbeck. Now would your New fork trip. ‘then help 
20° your memory as to when. you first went to Paris? 

Sa Jal: Nr. Espinosa. well, I came back to New i York from Paris 


22, and I contacted them immediately, and so this must. have deen 


23. five cays before or six days before. 


Mr. tlornbeck. Can you tell us why you went. ‘to Paris? 


25 Mr. Espinosa. No. It was just a trip and r went to. 
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florabeck. You were entr= 4 


time in no 


engaged at that 


Gastro eecivities? 


Mr. Espinosa. Nothing | | 

Mr.- Hornbeck. You were not working for the 6Tawat. buat 
brie 

ira: (ESpinoOsa. ‘He: 

Mrs Hornbeck, Approximately when did you end your 
Services or employment with the CIA? 

fir. Espinosa. I would say in the end of 1961. 

Mr. Hornbeck. when you arrived in Paris, 


Mr. 


that 


Espinosa. 


Hornbeck, 


tlornbeck, 


did bec nave a 


contact who gave you some information about Cubela? 


Yes. 
what was the name of that contact?- 
pSpinosa. Jose Trasancos. 


Hornbeck. How long had you known Jose Trascancos? 


Espinosa. All of my-life. 
wnat was his position in Paris. at the time 


met nim in 1965? 


24 
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ESpinosa. 
“Mr. Hornbeck, 
Consulate in Paris, 

Nr. Espinosa. 
three at the time. 


‘Mir. Hornbeck, 


He was working at the Cuban. Consulate. 
How long had he been with: “the cuban” 

if you know? 
i Gente Know, 


Dut: Or 2 couple of years or 


I assume by the fact that he was working 
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abroad in the Cudan Consulate that he enjoyed Sone confidence | 
2 with tne Castro Zovernment? | 
C.) a | 3 tre BSpinosa. 7 don't KNOW about that. I think: at the 
4 time the government wasn't established enough to really glemp 
S down on the people that they Should or: should not nave” ic 
(6 their consulates, and there were so many UNings -00 put 
7 together Over there and it-was a very bad Situation, and 
g: Gtheruise., Ds wouldn't have been there and they hadn'! bo clamped 
9 down. | 
eae Mr. Hornbeck. . What information: did ee ee that. 
11 involved Rolando Cubela? * 
125? laa Espinosa. He told me that ne had seen n Cubéla in 
O Bee . 13 Paris; that there was something. going on Duts nee dian andre? to 
So ee me, and he wanted somebody else to ivijnee ak cas 
i ies. . 
16. | ur. popnueeh. is there some reason why erica want to 
Mr pS eke Story to. you? 
; ap 8 180 Mr. Popiaase), Because he didn't know much about. it but 
- “19> he AnNeW they had tried to get ahold of me but he said” ; 
20 iRSiandé is involved with the CIA and there Ss something | 
_ 21 happening, and I think you should see Robreno." 
22 Mr. SR Nee. Could you identify Rob sreno for ee as to 
"23 who ne is and where he was from and what was your relationship 


O | ate . “24 with him. 


“25 - - Mr. Espinosa. -His name is George Robreno and':hevis'a-. 
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a 2 mr. Hornbeck. When you say Uae CO, YOu mean he had 
: 3 some criminal background? 
| 4 _ Mr. Espinosa. I don't know, but he is a delinguent, let 


5 us put 1t that Way. I am not a eee ee L as" he oe 
(§ He was involved with the student movement in. Havana and tie 

Fi ines Rolando very well. 

8 Mr. Hornbeck, When you were describing him as a. 

9 delinquent, do you mean he would engage in crime i? 

10 anything for money, or. what 2S: ee 

11 Mr. Espinosa. He was a bad boy; and do. you. ‘NOW. what. a 
12 bad boy is? fe was 2 eae Doy. When he used to be a. did, if 


43 there was a blind-man crossing a street with a stick, che. would 





14 take the stick from the blind man, is that right? “That-is the 
45 Kind of thing he would do when he was a kid and-man,+wWhat-he 

“16 grew up to be. 

a5 | He was eh: Coser oorernicat and he was at one. point 

18 tne head of some revolutionary tridunals and h carried out a 


19 lot of death sentences. 


~ 20 Mr. Hornbeck. What was he doing at the time .that: you 
21 heard his name in 1965? 
22 Mr. ESpinosa. I don't know what he was doing: cins oMadric, 


23° but I know that ne had gotten into so many problems: with: the 
. 24 government in Cuba that Chey Just. Said, “Okay ,"* and they: ‘put 


~25 him into prison for something, and I don't KNOW exactly what 
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ald, 


(1 


lt was, and they 


‘UKkay, either you stay here forever, or.- 


2 you leave the country and we don't Want you here anymore, ?” 





3 wr. Hornbeck. He was living in Madrid at the. time-“you. - 
4 were in Paris? 
5 Mr. ESpinosa. Yes. And when Rolando Started his thing. 


6 with the CIA, I guess he was talking to him, too. 
7 a Mr. Hornbeck. How were you going to.meet him? Were-you 
8 enne to g0 to Spain? 
9 Mr. Espinosa. I was soing to Zo to aa At the time I 
10. had one of his alien American passports, Since I never-had my 
11) own passport because the Spanish povernnene “ite would take 
12 them a month -- | | 
OO) te =o Mr. Hornbeck. So the CIA Originally took your passport 


44> Prom you? 


15 Mr. ESpinosa. Yes, 
16 Mr. Hornbeck. Were you in touch with the CIA at all when 


17 you were in Paris? 


18 Mir. ESpinosa. No. 
19 » Por < nornbeck. Se Ge ae ai =o var 50 ‘you did noe get to, Spain? 
29 Mr. ESpinosa. eb Olen" =: pet Lo Spain. “And. a called: ‘him 
aie oe tite telephone and I Said "I am sending. you: a: tidket. Come 


22 over and see me in faris,"* And We was the: first one. wae ‘told 
23 me the story. 
24 Mr. Hornbeck. Can you just relate to us, in. susinary,, 


25. what he told you about this particular involvement. of: Cubela? 


. “ 
* 
Nees 
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“ir. ESpinosa. That Cubela had been talking to some..CI A.) 


ne 2 people; that there was g0ing to be an uprising or a coup.«or. . 
C) - 3 something down in Cuba led by Cuvela and 2 few other people’ 


4 who were in the government at the time, or in the army, and | 


5 that for some reason Cubela didn't trust Williamson in: Spain. 


6. Mr. Hornbeck. Can Von eeneuey who Williamson WAS? 
| Mr. Espinosa. | what I had been led to believe, Williamson 


8 was head of the CIA be Spain at the time. 

9 MT. Hornbeck. Was there a reason: given toe vou er WHY 

10. Cubela did not trust him? | 

i 8 Espinosa, Yes.. He. Said to me that he. was: ‘living -= 

12, first he was an alcoholic: and living with ae Cuban» girl. who 
O | : a Ee had taken eer from him, ieaibees: files with her. and! went 


“094. back to Cuba. 


= 
oO 
ca 


Mr. Hornbeck, This is information that you heard? 

16 ur. Espinosa. TRLS: Ls what they told me; wiry Rolando 

17 didn't want to speak to Williamson any longer. 

18 Mr. Hornbeck. You are getting this information from 

- 19 Cubela? 
20 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. And how much truth is involved. in 
“2 this I can't say. So that Rolando didn’ ti want: to! ‘balk to. im - 
22. anymore and that I should come over nere as cheatin. 
23 and I said "I am no longer with the Cn and they said "We 
24 want you to get in touch with them and tell them all of this." 


25: Mr. Hornbeck. Now, nad your original contact | in Paris 
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mentioned to you he thougnt you were in the CIA? 


2 : Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 
3 Mr. Hornbeck. Had he called you to come to Paris.:or you. 


4 just came to Paris indepéndently? 
5 Mrs BSPinosea. Won ae somebody that. if I ever went 


-6 to Paris I was going to call. 


cal Mr. nornbeck, 350. Paris. was SOE Cay your idea? 
8 Mr. Espinosa. ‘Entirely a pleasure trip. 
3 Mr. tlornbeck. Was there ene reason why you 


10 would spend your own personal money Lo have Cubela.come to. 
i) Paris Pre Spat _ ao | 
12 Bear pe plnssn tee ae a. ro ae: ee ‘think: 3150 or. 
= 13 something, for: something as important. as this, a5 could: ‘Send 1d my 
44 friend and iy. ounthy,..r wasn't. going to mak <7 ‘such. a ‘big hole 
ig; Pay woekees. | 
16 MPS Hornbeck. Did sunsets Say anything about any Soviets 
17, in Cuba during this conversation? 
18  #ir. ESpinosa. . HOw They | pce t- say aoe about. 
19 Soviets in Gabe: but Bienes -~- I cannot remember his’ first 
20 name; we used to call hin the crazy eee == ae met him: cay 
21 he was on his way to Cuba fron Prague, céechoslovakia, and ne 
(22 was on his way from Russia to Cuba via Czechoslovakia, and. | 
23 Paris and ne was the one who mentioned about. the «dea: 
“24 technicians; to make sure and to make sure re to teld’ the CIA” 


25 that if there was going to be any kind of doublecrossing ‘of 
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1 this operation, the 


NO 


3 in their 


4A Mr. Hornbeck. 
5 Hrs Espinosa. 


7 was coming 


8 Mrs. ES pianosa: 
g Mir. Hornveck. 
10 Mrs BSOLnOS 4a. 


- 1 will always contact this guy Trasancos; 


ome Ps people! because we all knew each other from cuba. 


As’. 2 SAM, Hornbeck. 


19 Mr. 
16 Mr. ohornoeck, 


17 information about the Soviet technicians, 


Lecnnicians who were advisors, or 


Corougn. Paris. at: 


Espinosa. 





y were Zgoinz to take care of these: 


Russian 


whate tney eee pane 


particular olece,. 


Aid. Figo es How did you know ‘Blanco? 


I knew him from Cuba. 


And was it just coincidence that Paes 


the same time that you were bnere? 


iL. don” KNOW. 


dow did he Know how to es ae 


Because anybody who would: come tos Paris. 
at ieee this kind of 


* Ve I 


Had Blanco been. with. you. and Cubera’ ne 


so Wd activities prior to 1959? 


When Elanco gave you this particular 


was there anyone _ 


18 else present during the conversation? 


a: ae Mr. Espinosa. 
Ee 90) Mr. 


nornbeck., 


21 Blanco and 


pb 99 Mr. Hornbeck. 


“is. 24 and Trasancos? 


25° Mr. Espinosa. 


DocId: 32248213 - “Page, ‘B1 
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NO, it was only he and I. 


were there any conversations’ between, you, 


Robreno in Paris? 


ie Oo « 
And no conversations between you, .Blanco, 


: 


Ho. But there were conversations. between - 
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Cubela, Trasancos and myself. 
Mr. rormoeck. Can you tell us. what the conversation is? 
Hr. Espinosa. he one I mentioned. before, everything 
tnat Cudela told me about. the CIA and Williamson: in Spain: he 


Said to me in front of Trasancos. 


wr. Hornbeck. Is your testimony that there was then an 


agreement between the. three of you that Cuoela needed to 


change his CIA contact? 


Mrs ESpinosa. . T-dida"’ azree to anything. All I said, 


Was they landed the story.on me in the middle of my Parisian 
vacation, and because it- was Rolando and it was something that 
I could have some importance or sense in the future, I came. 


over. here and I contacted-them the best way. I»eould.) | 


Mr. Hornbeck. In -other-words, you were going tobe: the 


messenger for the contacts they felt that they didn't:have? 


Mr. Espinosa. Yes, more or less, that was the idea. 


irs. HOrnvpeck. And-you then traveled from Paris to i OW 


Mr. Espinosa. That is right. | 

Mr. Hornbeck, And ae pay eeor your ticket? 9.0. 

Mr. Espinosa. If I go to Paris and I live inthe States, 
I have to have a round-trip ticket. pte 


Mr. tlornbeck. What I am getting at, so you understand 


the purpose of the deposition, we have to ask as\much:‘détail > 


as possible, and what I am really getting at is whether ér- not: 
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tne CIA paid for any part of this Operation. 


Mr. Espinosa. to. I went to London and then to Paris 


and then to come back to Hew York 15 days later, and this. 


happened when I was there, and IT came back to New York on my — 


ticket originally purchased by me, and I was never refunded. by 
CIA or any other government agency. 
I got to New York and I contacted Mr. Cavasantos. 


Mr. Hornbeck. He was an officer with the Immigration 


| a 
Service? 


Mr. ESpinosa. Yes. 

Mr. Hornbeck. Nad:.9 6b: Hae! Sone. oreusows relationship; is 
that true? 4 ete 

Mr. ESpinosa. Yes. 

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us briefly what that. was? 

Mr. Espinosa. He lifted two bans against traveling, and 
all. the things that I mentioned before. 

ies Hornbeck: You first contacted him, and what did you 
tell him? | 

hr. Bos I Said, "“L«-have to. contact. someone 3 ote. the 
CIA, and of course I have no idea how to contact anybody. | 

So he said, "Okay." He. pieKxed up sie. telephone Lee 
called somebody in the FBI office in New ore and - te Sent me 
to see this fellow. oo 

Mrs Hornbeck. —Tnis is first the FBI? 


Mrs ESPANGSas Les, 


. ALDERSON REPORTING, COMPANY, INC,” 


rere | Sth eTocer. OVAL -BeonotTene petit! Int ALAC UIIAIPS PNA nf AnADA MAMAN CoA aa 


8 


BW 53080) 


95 


“Docld:32248213 Page 4 





Oe or 


Mr. Hornbeck. Did you go to the FEI office or did: the. 
agents come to see you? | | 

oy ae Espinosa. a went to ae FBI office. 

oul age Hornbeck. now tiany agents did you talk.to?-~ 

Mr. Espinosa. I. talked to one fellow. | 


Mr. Hornbeck. How much of the Cubela's story that. you 


‘learned in Paris .did-you relate .to. him? 


ur. ESpinose@.. Hothing. 
Mr. Hornbeck. What did you tell him, basically? 


Mr. Espinosa. I .told him, I guess ee Sate een ee 


-Cavasantos before, and I said, "Look, I just: came from. Europe; 


there is something happening and I would have. to, contact. 


someone in the CIA, and I used to work ion euiah ace 


involved in the Bay of Pigs. ‘Anything yOu Want.%6 cheek what 
I am pci you, you can check with that. 

mr. Hornbeck, Did.you mention Cubela's name to.either 
Cavasantos or to the FBI? 

Mr. ESpinosa. Maybe; I can't say for sure, but mayoe. 


Mr. Hornbeck. Your best memory is that you’ did-not:. 


) discuss much of the details? 


Mrs eee NOn 

Mr. emaeeie: At Some polnt were you put. in éontdet ‘with 
the CIA? ae 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. ares 


Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us where the meeting took, 
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place and how many people were present? 
Mr. ESpinoSa. The weeting took place at the PEL office 
in wew York, and there was only one person oresent. 
Mir. Hornbeck. This is someone from the ey ae 
ary Espinosa. Maine Io mesiae ne was. 
Mr. tlornbeck. ea you pnySicaliy sesepane this 
1nolL vidual? 


we 


Mr. Espinosa. .Yes. He was a man in the late forties or 


-early. fifties, uray hair, and he must have been dlond, but 


very neavy gray at the time, and blue eyes. 


Mr. Hornbeck. Glasses? 


Mr. Espinosa. No glasses. Very well fit and very -. 


handsome guy. 


Mr. hornbeck. Approximately how tall and how'much did ‘he 


welgh? 


Mr. eESplnosa. He was, I-would say, about 5°10" or 5'11", 
(7G pounds. 
Mr. Hornbeck. . During.your conversation with this. 


individual, did you relate all-of the details of vbher 


“information that you had learned in Paris? 


Mrs Espinosa. is. ees. 


Mr. Hornbeck. Did you include the portion told you by 


- Blanco about the alternative plan with the Soviet. “technicians? 


ira BSpinosa, Ves: 


Mr. Hornbeck. What reaction, if any, did you. get from 
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this particular individual? . 


got 


Mr. Espinosa. He was.@ very ee Cane Pee Peele 


1) 


Sald "I am going to Washingto on and I will contact you. inact ne 


next couple of days ar eee, eae, and maybe we one EO. to 


“Spain together or somebody will go with you.” 


I was so upset about this that I got a-friend of mine in 


New York, through Senator Javits, to get me a meeting in 


Washington here with some. sub-secretary of foreign affairs in 


charge of the Cuban thing, and I never heard from this guy and 
time was going by, a I. told this friend of mine and through 
Javits he got me ee ee and see a guy, and F came 


here and I told nim the whole story. And ne said, owe! wild 


get in touch: with you," and they never did. 


Mr. Hornbeck. Do-you have any idea who it was that you 


met with in washington? 


MYr«w BSpinose, le. 

Mr. Hornbeck,” Did you ever keep a diary or oh a ‘card? - 

Mr. Espinosa. I could find out eventually if I wanted 
oom | = 

Mr. Hornbeck. Do you think that you might be ablé todo 
that? 7 

Mr. eee Yes. I would have to call this ‘guy ana 
have him call Javits and trace the-thing back.to the time when 
it happened, but I am sure it can be traced. 


Mr. mornbeck. Do you remember the building where you - 
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es _ | 1 came to-in Washington to speak with this particular 
| 4, ANGLVE Cua 7 
ta,  S “© 4s ESornose, To 
4 Mr. Hornbeck. Your best mesory is that it was some 
5 official in the State Department? 
6 mre BS pinosa. Yes, it was some official in the State 
‘7. Department; some kind of sub-secretary or something in ‘Gnaieee 
8 of Cuban affairs. But I was there and he didn't: put me on to 
9 some monkey room... I. know I Saw somebody, the right person. 
10 Nr. Hornbeck. “Tassume that you d qdida. walt. the. two. or 
“aie three days in Tew York ere you contacted your friend to 
12 reach Senator fevaese: = | 
c) op , 13 Mr . Espinosa. Pale waited longer than that. Lwaited a ae 
ae Te - | 
14 couple of. weeks and nothing: happened, cand then 1 Bot in. touch 


15. with this guy because I knew he is very friendly with Javits, 





16 and I-said, "I know you have friends in washington, atid all of 


I7 tnat, and there PS OUCH LOE that I have to discuss.” 


18 Mr. Hornoeck. Did you ever think about contacting the. 
“sn. 19 CIA direetly Snowe one c° your old contacts?° 
220 Mr. Espinosa. I never had any contacts. what-.contacts? 


os ..21 They. are guys Living in Miami for two or three Or: erane months, | 
_ 22 and one ad they disappear, and "Freddy Goniez, ang ‘you. never” 
23 «see him again, and maybe he is sent to Guatemala og ‘Central 
a) ce”. Pups: Or whatever, and then you sée arhee wen Teles 


25 don't-call them. They call you. 
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AG giscussed this particula fi situation, 


cone of the reasons why gl assumed 


he didn't have any 





Mrs Hornbeck, 


was there any bad feeling between you" ands, 


tne Agency wnen you tertninated your relations hi so with ee 
1961? 


fir. ESpinosa. I don't know. From my part it was a lot 


of ctad feeling. 


mr. uornbecx. You felt you had not been treated fairly 


by the Agency? 


Mey. “Sones a. “HOt me, 1 felt a lot of people got killed 


Lor ROCA e 


Nr. Hornbeck, All right. After you came to. Mes ne Re On, 


what. Was. the next 


tad Se : 


thing that you did? 


Mr pepe ooey Let me make a Dar eel: no ‘This’ Buy, 


he.must have: been from the 


CIA, is when I touched the thing about George iebredei® 


immediately ne said to me, "El Maga," this is like a*name-that 


that are close to 


only people him or that Know nim very well 
or from the Agency would know his ne. . 

Mr. nornbpecx. Could you spell Chat? ae 

Mr. ESpinosa. Mea-g-a. It is tiagician in English And 


accent when he said "El Magan 


Mr. hornbeck. You are discussing the conversation’ With 


the fellow you assumed to be from tne Agency in. Hew “York when. 


you first arrived? 


Mr. Espinosa. Yes. And he was saying to. ce, , How’ much 
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do you trust what he said?" and I said "You know how hers i 


rt 


AiG re Saud’: "Les; <nOW Ow He 1S,” Dut the #uy knew the o>: 


_—“s 


ir. Hornbeck.. when you mentioned Blanco, did the .. .: 


SndiwiGuaie youvasciie ene ve been from the Agency coe up’. 


Witn his nickname? 


Mi < BS0anoSa.. mic. 
Mr. Hornbeck. Did he act as though he knew who you were 
talking about? 

Mrs. ESDLNOSe > 0. 

Mr. Hornbeck. Did he ask you for any identifying 
information about Blanco? . 

Mr. Espinosa. No. 

fin aierabeck.. urine thie time then that you were.in 


Washington in 1965, did you. ever contact Mike McLaney..to. see 


1f- he could help in some fashion? 


Mr. Espinosa. JI would have contacted Mike McLaney to 


“help me an other Chings;, Dut not to get me in contact with the 


Clas 


Mr. Hornbeck. Did you.contact Mike McLaney for. any: 
social or personal reasons? 
Mr. Espinosa. At that time, no. For sure every. ‘time : 


went to Miami, and all of the time I lived in the State 


every time I went to Miami I contacted Hikes every, time. But 


I contacted him socially to have a Grink or ZO woor ing around. 
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1 “or Something? nothing to do up té6 that second attenps- with the- 


2 plane, and that was it. 


Mr. Hornbeck. Did you-return. to ew York then after your | 


4 washington trip? 


itu BSOrneses (esx 


Mr. Horabeck. Dbid you receive any contact from any | 


7 government agency? 


14 can 


17 and 


Mr. Espinosa. Ho. 

Mr. Horabeck. And that includes the FBI? 

Mrs BSDINOSa. Yes. 

Mr. Hornbeck. So: you did not hear from the FBI? 

Mr. Espinosa. Ho. 

Mr. Hornbeck. How long did you stay in New York, if you 

estimate? . | 
“ir, Espinosa. I left tiew York in 1967. 

Mr. Hornbeck. So you spent the next approximately TWO 

a half years in New York? 


Mrs “CE SO1nOSas-« Hoe would Say tne next two ae 


9 York, because this was June or July ef 1965. and. T left. in. 


- 20. March or Arpil of 1967; so a little bit less than” e years 


mr. Hornbeck, Did you nave any ene ‘directly. or 


ee Angirectsy with Cudela during tne time that you. were in. Hew 


23 York? 


ie a 24 


25 
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Mr. Hornbeck. Did you hear from Blanco or Robréno-oer: 
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your contact in Paris? 


Mr. Espinosa. Yes. Robdreno wrote me a letter oné:timne 


asking me Do out my naire tO a document, and ne wanted to eck a 


“Visa to come to the states and he wanted me to sponsor chim and 


re neeaed. two sponsors. And he wrote me a letter on a paper, 
and I signed my name to the sponsorship, anc that is the only 
time. | 
Mir. Hornoeck. Did he. actually arrive, to. ae knowledg e? 
nls ESDINOSa. No, they never gave nim a eee 


Wir. “HOrnbeck. ~ Untal “the tine ae. Cubela wa as arrested, 


did you have. any information about him personally or about the 


particular plot person? 


Mi. “BS plnoseas Nothing whatsoever. — In. my” mind te ‘tho ught, 


well, probably ne got wise to the whole thing cand just Gee tnec 


it, because sone time elapsed between the time that I éoker Ho 


his people in Paris. and: until the. CIA and the time he got 
Caught in Cuba. 

Mr. Hornbeck. Was your first knowledge that he was 
arrested from some public source or from a personal source? 

Mrs ESpinoSa, Public source. eg 

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell what that was? © 

Mr. ESpinosa. It was a newspaper. 

Mr. THOrnbeck, Did you recognize tne names of other — 
persons arrested with him? 


Mr. Espinosa. I recognized the name of Blanco; and there 
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WaS Somedody else arrested. And the first thing I read about 


1t, there were four. peop 


| Seamed 
(D 
a) 
sae 
my 
CD 
" 
ct 
(D 
Q 
{)) 
a 
C 
te-+4 
me 
me 
48) 
=<. 
ee, 
b—! 
8) 
oe) 
O 
© 
oh 
a 
(2 
oa | 


Gian’. Know the others. 


Mr. Hornbeck. I am sure then if you have the public 


? 


accounts of That pan (om aoe that Cuoela was not executed 
and did you find that a strange event? 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes and no. 

firs Hornbeck. “Cat you. pel. ars wiry "yes" and "no"? 

Nr. Espinosa. "Yes," because. tO my Knowledge, Castro 
had never commuted snunoayee death sentence in Cuba yet, and 
on the other hand, I knew he liked the guy very much. | 


Mr. Hornbeck. It was a personal relationship between | 


Cubela and Castro? 


Mr. ESpinosa. Yes. Whatever it was, love, nate; or the 


faggots -- I don't know what it was -- but they had 4 


oe ; 
relationship, an especial relationship between them. 


# 


Mr. Hornbeck, Can you give us any examples of a special 


-rélationship between the two?- 


Mr. Espinosa. Well, I remember one time when Rolando - 


pulled a gun on Castro in front of his bodyguards. ands" 7) 


everything and called him every name in the book, .and-of . 


course nobody moved or said anything, but I thought when this 


is over, he is going to go to the can forever, and nothing 


Nappened to him. 


Mr. Hornbeck. I take it this is sometime: still in 1959? . 
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3, 0. 


1 ir. Espinosa. This was at that time, and he just. put. his. 


ee | 2 arm on him and he said “You have Such @ temper! and vs Llked-nim 
_ 3 out of everything. 
4 Mr. Hornbeck. Would you describe Cubela as an individual. 


S having a very quick temper or very emotional berson: 


6 Mrs ESDinoOsa. Yes, extremely. 

7 - MPs Hornbeck. Would you cescribe him as unstable? 

8 ee gees Espinosa. Yes. 

9 Mr. Hornbeck. Have you directly or indirectly received 


10 any information about Cubela since the time.that he was sent 
4d CO DrLsOn 1 Cuca 
12s Mr. Espinosa. . No. st 
, 3 | 13 | Mr. Hornbeck. Do you have an y info rmation’. whether” ee no t 
on _ = « | 
14 he is still alive or anything? 
15 et ae Espinosa. Yes. What I hear is that Ne eee and 
16 he is working as a doctor and he is not having such ee 
17 life. 
18 | Mr. mornbeck. How would you get this kind of 
19 information? 
20 Mr. ESpinosa. Because I can't remember now, * “think a 
24 nad this from Trasancos in Paris, but there is. some. ‘ing: of _ 
22 I don't know if ne was a diplomat or if he is 2.french 
23 Sieitncee wno is working in some kind of project in ‘cuba’ or. Was 
~working in some kind of a PPOjJeCe: in. Cuba, and 1 know tha tt 


(25 this person knew Cubela's mother and somehow news. 6f him’ has 


e 
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1 gone tack and fortn to Europe 


from Cuba. I hear he is’ Working | 


G 


2 as a doctor and the beginning was Very Tough. and then he is 
a) a 3 working as a doctor .and he is not having it SO bas hue Beaks 
4 alive and he is in prison. a: 
5 Mr. Hornoeck. Were you LOld of Une method DY which 
6 Cubela was supposed to assassinate Castro? | 
“yf Mr. ESpinosa. No. f[ neard tne story about the rit te and 
B the telescopic Site, and I nad a story that he had met Artime, 
9 which of course I thought was stupid of him, and I had a story 


1 


10-that Artime had promised him some boats through the Crate. 


ou 
e 


11 him Baie. eae 
12 I repeat to you today what I said the other ayy, the 
| | ; e ~~ 13 whole ‘thing qoesn't make sense to me. And on: ones hand it: hear 
carn 44 this, and of course $e ve very difficult to Cee something 
15 when you are being told by third parties, and on the ‘one hand 
16 I hear that there 1S going to bean insurrection, let others 
“7 call it that way, or a military uprising of certain pec ous oe 
a6 the country,.and on the other hand I hear that Cubela is 
“Ae Ge: shoo the guy. And if. you are going to shoot. the. guy - 
ps Goace 1s going to be an iasurpoetion. why do you: deed some: 
“21 boats to cape you, Cut? | | 
22 once te that you nave to stay in and See ae through. 
‘23 And you follow me, if there is going to be an insurrection and 


» 24 you are going to be a leader, how the hell are. you. going: ‘to 


2% shoot the guy and tanks are going through the streets. ana 
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you are going to take a btoat and leave the COUNLEY ? 
There are a number of ENings. that. | tried te De very .. 
logical about, and I try to be a very logical person:all of 


the time, but especially when they are logical, I try to be 


- more logical and I am objective about COlNeS. -badon's 


understand: Tt. 

Mr. Hornbeck. When you heard these stories about Artime 
being involved, or a rifle with a Scope. Delne. involved, what 
was the source of that information? | 

Mr. Espinosa. This I heard from Robreno. 

Mr. Hornbeck. Was this during the same discussions in 
Paris before New York? i. 

MNEs: SOLNOSa. Les. 


Mr. Hornbeck. Did Rubreno. know Artime, to-your. 


knowledge? 


Mr. Espinosa. I don't know. I think maybe he was with 


nOlando when he had the meeting with artime; maybe, but I am 


not sure. But I know they had never been friends before. 


Mr. dornbeck. Are you saying your information from o- - 


~Rubreno was that Artime met in Madrid with Cubela?ies. > 


= - 
a tr 


Mr. Espinosa. I can't remember if it was Madrid, “but 
positively that he had met Cubela. 
Mr. Hornbeck. Was your information that ‘the CIA: Had °. 


arranged this meeting, or did you have any knowledge of ine ; 


ClA Sb -bheat time? 
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Mr. Espinosa. No. He told me that he had been in touch’! 


With tne CIA and he had been in touch with Artime, but. at’ the. 


moment I was led to believe it was tne CIA who had. arranged 


the meeting, and I would have been.surprised if sere aes 


Mr. Hornbeck. I want to be very specific as to the 


information that you are getting from Sobreno and from any 


other source, 
Mrs ESPANOSas.: Yes, 


Mr. Hornbeck. So, just. getting back to what. ne told you, 


-Kobreno says.to-you, on the one-hand. Cubela- has. been. in ‘touch 


with Williamson from.the CIA, and he sine. bakin ines das 
met with Artime, and you ope tee Sere whether Rubreno tells 


you that Cubela and Artine met in Madrid. Is that a-correct 


Sulinmar y? 


ESpinosa. “Yes..° He told me that ee met i 
can't remember whether it was in Madrid or another place. 
Mr. Hornbeck. was there anything about the use of a 
rifle and a silencer by Cubela that you would have .founc 
strang ge in an assassination plot to kill Castro? | 


Mr. Espinosa. I would have found it very strange, because 


. Castro is a touch guy and you can never hunt ae with: ‘a. “rifle 


in the sense you never know where he is going to. be or. whieh 
Street he 1s going to be passing tnrough. So lI would: think: ae 
1s very, very eee and especially Rolando KNOWS. this very 


well, better than I do, that this is a kind of x guy thet 
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iS practically impossible to hunt with a rifle. 
iin, Hornbeck, would the special relationshis you ~~ 

discussed vefore. between Castro and Cubela have presented: some 

special OD pportunities for Cubela? _ 

Mr. Espinosa. Ineredibly- special opportunities; 
exceptionally special. 

hr. nornbeck, Can you give us something on that? 

Mr. ESpinosa. Let us Shy one day aoands could os find .out 
that Castro was in his home outside davana, sit iowa could have 
gone over there at a day or night, and even at 5:00 ot elock in 
the morning and tell the guards "I am going to see Castro," 
and they would have let. him in without. objection. 


| Lok eS yasdee 
Mr. Blackmer. You were friends with Carlos Hermemes? 


Mr. Blackmer. You went on two raids with tyvem that«were 


Mr. ESpinosa. Yes. 





aborted and you trained with him in Panama and Guatemala... Did- 


you recognize that he had a special relationship with Manuel | 
Artime? | | . Be 
Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 


Mr. Blackmer. Do you know the extent of that? -— 
Mr. Espinosa. No. 


Mr. Blackmer. You personally disliked Artime; eee, 


Mr. Pao sieees Yes. 


Mr. Elacxmer. Did you personally know him? 
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“ir. ESpinosa. Not very much, I know him. I trained nim, 


Mir. Blackmer. You were training in Guatemala, IE 


understand? 


1. 


Mi 4 2Spinoese : i in. Dia And he came to eAnada, ane 
I was assigned to give him the demolition training, a crash 
course in demolition. So I was in touch with him for a few 
days, closely, anda I didn’t think much of him, really. And do 
you want me to tell Vo enersteRy avout that? 

Mr. Blackmer. i eee sein tnat.that will de necessary. 


What was the feeling generally among the exiles ‘that you 


had contact with about Artime and his position with the CIA? 


Mr. Espinosa. It was about the same. 

Mr.-Blackmer. What is that? 

Mr. Espinosa. They disliked the idea that a. puppet-was- 
belne Linposed. On ‘them. | | 
Mr, Blackxmer. Did you ever discuss this with Carlos, nis 


. 


relationship with Artime?. 


Mr. Espinosa. Ho, not really. 


Mr. Blackmer. Did you ever talk to Robreno about your 


dislike or distrust for Artime? 


Mos ESDlNOSa<..  -1o. 
Mr. Blacxmer. Did you distrust Artime also? 
Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 


Mr. Blackner. Do you think he was personally. motivated 
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anc not patriotically motivated? 

eae LSpinosa. Les. | 

Mr. Elackmer. Did. you trust Robreno?- 

Mr. Espinosa. when it comes Hem something I nad ae 
iren Cubela, I would trust hin. 

Mr. Blackmer. You think he would not have told Fidel 
about RKolando's working with the CIA? 

Mr. Espinosa. He was very loyal to oes 


mr. Blackmer. -where were his loyalties. with respect to 


Jae epee. nos ie: is not by nature a very. loyal 
person: or very. legal person, Dut Cubela was ‘Like his. hero, 

Mr. Blackmer. Are you familiar with an in dividual ‘named 
Orlando Bosch? 

Mr. ESpinosa. ..No. 

Mr. Blackmer. Dr. Orlando Bosch? 

irs £So0inosa. HO. I have heard about him. 

Mr. Blacker. fave you had any contact with him at 411? 

Mr. Espinosa. NO. 


Mr. olackmer. Had you heard that } 





sour any of nis activities in this country tine? 


Mr. Espinosa. lo. | Be 


Mr. Blackmer. Did you Know an individual named. Soeneo, 


LOC. 1% Havanese 2 
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oe © 2 ae ae Ppecy 


Mes ESDINGSds “L655 


Slackmer. ‘What is tne extent of your knowledge of: / 





3 him? 

ae iis Cepincsds. 2 friend of midne was married to a:niece of 

5 his, and I have agar: ae guy taree or bir fines in my life. 

6 Mr. Slackmer. ‘Was he active ba coe 6h the groups in 

7 Havana? 

8 wr. Espinosa. ‘not that I «Know of. 

9 | Nr. blackmer.. Do ete know if he SHOE: A any of tne 
“40 Cuban exile movements? 

\) Mr. Espinosa. I heard that the guy is giving money, but 


12 personally I was never involved with anything that he” 


| -. 13. contributed to or anything like that. ea | 
— ae | . , | - oe 
14. Mr. Blackmer. Have you ever heard of an individuad-named 4 





. }e Laer 


15 Ricardo VavarQRN@Nor ales? e: 

16 Mr. pen mase: It sounds familiar, but I can't see the, 

17 face. But it sounas familiar. i 

18 Mr. Blackmer. Do you know what you would have heard hin 

19° in connection with? : | 

20. Mr. Espinosa. Wo. 

21. Have you got a picture of him or anything? 

22 Mr. Blackmer. No- a. 

23 Would he have been a hired killergang assassin? a 
24, ‘ira ESpinose:. chen you seneaence the name, it is not so.» 


55° much. Morales, but the first name, it rings a belly; bul i can't"... 
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| 83 


2 ve. Blackmer. Could he have been active with you ‘in, the. 


@ er oe sntistatesta doveuent With you or with someone. else? 
4 | Mis ESbiInosa. a don't Know. If can't place the guy, and 
o SO'.17 1. oan" t place the guy -- | | 
5. | Mr. Blackmer.. How about David Morales? 
7 hr s-RSpImoOsa. «alG-. 
8 Mr. Blackmer. Monkey Morales? 
3 Mr. Espinosa. Mo. 
ae Mr. Blacknier. Have you ever heard of’ an individual named 
7 hovenie Vassayge? Deciava Mi ae 
2 Se. es Sieee. aia: 
O CS 13 _ Mr. Blackmer, Are you familiar with Alnpa: 662. 
o 14 Mr. Espinosa. I nave heard of it. 
15 Mr. Blackmer. Do you have any information about, one of | 
16. the Penne Or leaders? 
17 wr. ESpinosa. ho. 
AB Mr.-Blackmer. Do you know en individual or have you 
Wcheard of an individual named Norris Bishop?” | ~~ 
20° ties. HSOTNOSa. Ho 
21>. Mr.,Blackmer. - When you were in Cuba in 1957, 158, and 
a tS, nave you had any contact witn Santiago, Cuba, or did you 
Moe 98 ever z0 there? 
MT Espinosa. HO. 


2 Mr. Blackmer. Are you familiar with a corporation:named . 
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Mauoay Mining Company? 
Ses ESOLNOSes 150% 
Mr. Blackwer. Onee again, you did meet Frank Sturgis in 


Mlawl. were you aware of Frank Sturgis at alluin Havana right 


around. the time Castro took over? 


Mr. Espinosa. ° Ho. 
Mr. Blackmer. You mentioned that you are familiar with 


Pedro Diaz Lanz. Did you ‘know in 1958 he was-appointed head 


of the Cuban Air Force by Castro? 


‘irs ESOLNeCSa< “Les. 
Mr. Blackmer. And at the same time and: somewtiat™ Tater, 


ne. appointed Sear eas as a director of security for’ the” air 


force? 


Mr. Espinosa. I didn't Know that. 

Nr. Blackmer. -You were not “aware OF that at all?” 

Mr. £Spinosa. Not until just right now. 

Mr. Blackmer. Sturgis also had a relationship with some 


of the casinos in Havana and was frequently seé n- at vhese 2 


casinos. Do you recall, if you think peek, Wheener G60 nee 


have seen him? 


Mr. ESpinosa. No. 

Mr. Saee ier, HOt whatsoever? 

Mr. ESpinosa. Ho. 

Mr. EBlackmer. when you were going on these various raids 


wae oe » aide ; ee 
from Keys, as we discussed, three or four raids after the Bay, 
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ie 1 of Pigs, Gid you ever come tn Contact with aa individual named 
2 wallace Snanley? 
CS 3 3 Mire ESoinosa.: io. 
4 Mr. Blackxmer. He pound nave been with the. governuen ab 
| 3 either Immigration or cesses 
6 | Mr. Espinosa. No. 
7 Mr. Blackmer. Did you ever come in contact with any 


8 Americans with Customs or Immigration and Naturalization? 


ae Mrs ESpinosa,. No. 
10, Mr. Slackmer. When you were in the June 15th detention 


11 from the attempted raid, I understand they seized a 1957 
12 Thunderbird belonging to your aunt. 


le TS UM. Espinosa. Yes. 


4g Mr. Blackmer. And you took legal action against Customs ; 
15 Mr, ESPiNoOsa, HO, tney got the car CWO. years. later. 
16 Mr. Blackmer. You did not go-through an attorney? 
17 ; _-Mr. ESpinosa. Maybe they did, I don't know... 2. 
18 Mire DLEaCKHErs YOu «dent recalin thst? 
19 Mr. Esoinosa. No, I didn't 
20 : Mr. Blackmer. when we were talking the other day’ about 


21 the two raids, we were talking about the: June- 1Sth Paid, 
“22 whether it was just an aborted attempt, but you are. dealing 
23 with a twin engine Beachcraft airplane where you were going to 
. . . .€4 make these nomemade bombs and you were US1INe Gynamite... is 


25 Mr. Espinosa. No, we were uSing -- 


. : - F Oe . Pee ’ 
‘ : to a i . 
5 ? : : Fi rok P 
: » ’ : . oe eee : . 
: ; Rope tot Re porate “ 
: * : : . 5 ae we 
a . iy As ae ? 4 
: , . i‘ ar Me 
es c : ; ’ 
E Z : on re 
4 ‘. . . “e 4 
: ' ss ' 4 
: ' opts . ; - . 
. ‘ 
, e + 
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wry pLaeovier. Ee Lo 


sf Lc “ . ~ mie ve 1 . a > : =~ + Pan : x 
Mes GSPinosas, HO. He Were USiNs. Nacalm, 


Mr. Dlackmer. You had just run-special wires. out on the. 
Wings of the plane anda you were going over theré, and didn't 


that seem kind of a gumshoe operation, rather a shoddy. . 


operation? 


tir. ESpinosa. I agree with you. 

Hr. Blackmer., Did you feel that someone. planning it 
never meant 1t to be made? - 

Mr. Espinosa. Because the person who was sponsoring ioe 


was Mike, and he gave us a means to do it and he didn't get™. 


the right bombs and we didn't xet the right things; hé is not. 


an expert in exploSives or in planes. 

Mr. Blackmer. But you are? 

MPa RS PLROOse. “Less 

Mr. Blackmer. And you couldn't do any better than a twin 
engine Beachcraft? 


Mr. Espinosa. Well, we didn't ask for any bétter and we 


were afraid to ask for a B-25 or B-26. 


Mr. Blackmer. On the First one, but on the second one 
you did? | 
Mr. Espinosa. Yes, oecause he warmed up to the idea. 
Mr. Blackmer. You are talking about the ese, 

Mr. ESpinosa. Yes, it was a lot of money. 


Mr. Blackmer. Quite a lot more for the 8+25 tham the.) 
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5 es cee 
6 at Ponch 

jeer span 
8 Mr. 

g eaahe or 
~. 10 | Mr. 
11 this pla 
12 sie rare 


AZ . Mr, 





14 heard th 
“15 the plan 


16 neard al 


eee 


Espinosa. You have to buy it, and itis not very 


POW: 2 Be2o) SS pecially Une Ones with Che orient bombs 


wnole thing. 


Blackmer. The plane you ee tak othe ne 
artrain, to your knowledge, 
doors? 

ESpinosa. I insisted that. the bony. Packs. were. aa 

P eens going to do anything with co 
Blackmer. - To your. knowledge, woes ace know-where 


ne was going to be obtained or who was going ‘to: get 


LSpinosa. No. .[ neard. things about Arizona: and ae 





ey were flying the plane from Canada, and I heard hat. 


4c 


e was going to be flown from South America, and I 


Lo OF tis. 


? 


7 [I told Mike, "I don't want to hear anything; we don't 


18 want LO 


19 Mr. 
“20 Mr 
on ot Mr. 


=. wee to get t 


..) Mr 
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Know, we don't want to know." 


Slacxmer. You just told Mike to get the plane? 
Espinosa. LeSu 

Blackmer. Do you assume he went through Sam Benton 
he plane? | 
Espinosa. Yes. 


Blackmer. That was the first time? . 


ESpinosa.. And I wouldn't be surprised if he went oc.” 
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aside from the group. partie palin, Benton and NcLaney ‘and’. 


yourself? 


Mr. ESpinosa. Well, I imagine their wives or girl 


friends and everybody in.the operation. : . 

Mr. Blackmer. Specifically, any Americans? 

Mr. ESpinosa. Ho. 

Mir. Blackmer. Any members of the CIA? 

Mrs oSpinosa, No, for Cnrist's sake, of course: noes. 

Mr. Blackmer. But no other Americans other: than’ ‘Benton? 

Mr. Espinosa. I wouldn! t Say Bentons« . J a er 
if he used Benton, I don't know. 

Mr. Blackmer. Did you have a meeting in June at the home 
of Mike McLaney and yourself and say on were discusSing this 
operation, and was there someone present? 

MI Espinosa. Miguel Alvarez. 

Mr. Blackmer. . Was Benton present? 

wr. ESplinosa. I can't remember. I am not trying © Uo > 

Mr. Blackmer. Our files indicate that Benton gave | the 
Story Pitas ne was just there to take pictures and he: was there 
for suey: and after the raid was successful you mene. 

a | | De ae 
going to play up the publicity asnect of it. Was there any’, a 


truth ogee JO Wok story? — vt Se : = 


‘Mr. Espinosa. The first raid or the second one?~' 
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1 Mr. 


2 Mr. 


Biackmner ; 


ESpinosa, 


any plectures. 


wW 


4 Mr. Blacknier. 
5 Mr. Espinosa. 
“6 rent the plane. 
y iy. Blhackmer « 
8 ir £BSDLaOSe. 
9 Mr. Blackmer. 
‘10 Customs fe. Ge Site, 


11 you to meet? 
12 Mr. Espinosa. 


the Beachcraft was? 


‘14 Thunderbird, 
1S getting there-to be 
16 over. 
17 Mr. Blackmer. 
18 ies. Lepinose. 
AO: Mr. Blackmer. 
20 Mr. Espinosa. 
oa. ur. Blackmer. 
Pa. 
| 23° its LSpinosa. 
24 Mr. Blackmer. 
25 from world 


_HW. 53080 - 


waat 


“AS far as lt 


That is 


With the napaln, 


Do you know a person 


War II and worked 
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The first one. 
I was never aware they were going to take 
Was his roie? 


<now, the first time:he was to 


all? 


aera 


where were you coming: from and! how. vier 


Pope TS aL i 


And when you were detained by the f5 I. 


You mean over there, in that strip, where 


I was coming from my aunt's house: in that 


or eee ak. Was, cand’ 21 was 


with the rest of the guys sn eeainn:. 


rou were to meet tne plane? 
Yes, 
And who was bringing the pee 
Alpizar. | 


named William Pawley? 


You never heard of William Pawley? 


An American? 


Living in Miamai, is a war: hero 9” 


with the Flying Tigers: and. 


es 
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7 1 General Chenault, and also had a business in Cuba, head Of a 
2 bus system in Cube and then in Miami, and he wes very active 
: 3 in the aNUI=CESUro: aebivities. 
4 . Espinosa. HO. 
SD Mr. Blackmer. You never heard of him? 
6 Mr. BSOLNOSS - 110% 
ce ee. BiAeisier, ol Have. Hochurther questions. 
8 Mr... Hornbeck. You mentioned the casino industry in’ | | 
9 Havana pre-1959. 1 believe tat: vou frequented ‘sie casinos 
10 and that is how you met Mike WeLaney: 1s that: ‘correct? 
11 _ Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 
12 | Mr. Hornbeck. In. addition to the Nacional, -did -you 
: _ 13 frequent —— the other casinos? 
, | 14 Mr. ESpinosa. Yes...1I wsed to so out in. the. evening; al) 
kus eekanie. we would go to one and then owe 
16 -especially because of the showgirls, really. 
17 Mr. Hornbeck. During the time that you were going to the | 


18 various casinos, .did you come to Know: some of. thercasino 
19 owners? 
90 ee Espinosa. I was pointed out, like I told: you. the: 
21 other day, for example, George Raft was there, and. then a ‘saw 


22 one guy, I think it was White or. Snow. 


“. ° 230 Mr. Hornbeck. Larry Snow? 
oe = , 24 ihe BSDInosas~ (6S: 
25° Mr. mornbeck. Did you know Dino Cellini? 


e 
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ESpinosa. 
mornbeck. 
=soinosa. 
nOripec i; 
it. ESDLNOSa. 
Mr. Hornbeck. 


Mins 


there once, 


there, 


Mr. Hornbeck. 


Mrs ESpinmosa:. 
Mre lornopeck. 
Mr. Espinosa. 
Mr. Hornbeck. 
oan ESpinosa, 
Mr. Hornbeck, 
all, an 


Mrs. BSpinosa. 


PSpinosa, ° 


I have Heard Of hints 


Would you tell us what you 


a 
Ti < 


cuddle Cellini? 
[10% 


Charles Tourine? 


POs. 


Zamora, at. the Tropicana? 


This is one that I never went to. I was 


but because it. was so far away I never went over 


Santos Trafficante? 


Dut. t never, “met bit, 
was he ever pointed out to veut. 


NWO. 


Did-you ever hear of Santos Trafficante. 


being involved in Miami with any anti-Castro activities? —_ 


Yes, I have heard about that. 


first oe 


then perhaps tell us the source of ee ee 


Okay. What I have heard is that-Ne was 


helping and trying to do something to nelp some people: like. 


Mike heaped me to overtnrow Castro. | nen 
Mr. Hornbeck. When you say helping ies 
Mr. Espinosa. No. : 
Mr. Hornbeck. 


Trafficante and 


Mike 


Do you know of a relationship between 
p a 


he 


MiclLaney? 
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Mr. Hornbeck. Did Mike MNcLaney ever wention Tra fiica “ate 


Mr. ESpinosa. . Ko. 


tifa Hornbeck... Dla. he ever mention ay, other American 


re 


Sambling- interests. woo vere dothe ake same.kind of activity as 


he was aoing witn you? 


Mr. ESpinosa. ho. 


Mr. Hornbeck. Other people who you may have. seen..in 


Cuba; Jake Lansky? 


Mr. ESpinosa. No. 

Mr. Hornbeck. At the Riviera? 

Mr. ESpinosa. [| don't know his first name. And 1” 
remember Lansky, and I remember the name. anaes <7 
Riviera soweone saying “That is Meyer Lansky. 
oe gee Hornbeck. Meyer Lansky? 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 
Mr. eaneel. ‘Did you. ever meet an ind dividual in: Cuba by 


the name of John Martino? Martino was later arrested by. the 


Castro government and spent several years im jail, and 1 


believe he was released sometime avout 1961. 
Mr. eacineee< NO. 
Mr. Hornbeck. SUISSE ppe DeGeorge? 

Mr. Espinosa, HO... 


Mr. Hornbeck. Reubcen Miro? 
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1 Mra BSDLNOSas TO, 


2 rir. Hornbeck, Mercar Bondo? 
rn” Mr. ESpinosa. We all know him. 


4 “ir. aornbeck., You personally were acquainted with him? 


5 mr. ESpinosa. I met him a number of times. 
6 Mr. ndornbeck. Worman Rothmen? 
a | Mr. ESpinosa. I told John that I saw‘him a couple of 


8 times in: Cuba, and I saw him a couple-of times in Miami. 
9 Mr. Hornbeck, were you friendly with him personally? 
10 ch aa Espinosa. ‘No, I was Friendly with his son, with 
17 Cappy. Kothman. | | 
12 Mr. Hornbeck. What relationship did you have with Cappy 
43 Rothman? 
me + oh, 2 a Mr. Espinosa. Just the relatio OnSAdp. of a man who goes to 
15 the bar and has a few drinks, and souetines we dated’ girls: 
16 together or sonething. 
17 Mr. dornbeck. Did you have conversations with his father 
18 Norman? 


19 Mr. Espinosa. Wo, never. 


20 Mr. Hornbeck. Did you ever see Cappy Rothman. in Miami? 
oe I. Mr. ESpinosa. In Miami; I always saw him in Miami. . 


22° . Mr. Hornbeck. Where did you see him? 


NO 
GW 
= 
try 


Splinosa. At the dar that he used to have. 
(Tb 24 -Mr.e Hornoeck. That was the Biltmore? 


ag LG. 1 Mr. Espinosa. It was some hotel in Miami: Beach." 
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|: mr. Hornbeck. Could that have cveen the Biltnore Terrace? 
2 Mts ESoinosa, Yes 
3 mir. dornbeck. Was that the same hotel that Roberto 


4 Fernandos Mlranga was associated with? 


5 mr. Espinosa. .That- I.don't know. 
6 Mr. trornoeck., When you Saw Cappy Rothman in Miami, .did 


-7 you ever discuss with him any anti-Castro activities? 


8 Mr. Espinosa. Never. 
9 ie Orn bees. Did-he ever solicit your aid ine any kind 


0 of Cuban adventure? 
4 . Mis Espinosa. Never. 
12 Mr. Hornbeck. Did he ever discuss the Castro regime; 
Pare wat it has cost his. father and wnat it had cost nine 
ee > dir. Repduesay “dene fe mbene. Pave asd a comment. about 
a5 that sometime or other. But it was not any depth or anything’ 


16 like that, 





17 Mir. Hornbeck. Bic you ever near of or did you ever meet 


8 “Kelly or Sein Manarino, fro. Pittsburg 


ei? 
19 Uiee SP raOSas- “lo. ‘ 
20 Mr. Hornbeck. - Did you ever hear their names mentioned. by 
21 ‘Cappy Or Norman Rothman? 
22° rr. BSDinosa. lo. 
23 Mr. Hornbeck. bid you ever meet -in Cuba or Miami’ Henry | 


e -.. ) 24 Savaradra and he had a nickname of "Kiki"? 


2s “urs ESpinose.. Mor 
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“ir. Hornbeck 


ee ae 


‘Sounded familiar. 


United States or in 


ae ae 


ESpinosa. 


Espinosa. 


Hornbeck, 


100, 


He-had a Soren ae eee 
HO, I remember that much I never dia. 


epee you ever meet. any. individual ee the 


Europe ay the name of Macho? 


=a 
ne 3 “Rae? 
i{ oO e . a 


During the time that you were 2, Paris, 


did you ever. run across. any ex-uembers of. the 048? 


Mr Espinosa. 


to fight 


Mes Hornbeck. 

Mr. Espinosa. 

MPs. TOrnbedk , 
meet any Soldier of 


ESpinosa:. 


Again, while you were in curdpe 


Ho. of didn't even know the. OAS. ékisted. 


You are talking. about. the. French org ganization? 


Yes, 


Io never did. 


etd. you 


Fortune people who were Fighting or. going: 


in-the Congo? 


Ho. The only pee a er KNOWN “go to 


the Congo with the Cubans that went with the CIA. 


Mir. 


Hornbeck, 


| ‘ir. Espinosa. 


tne 


invasion or From revolutionary activities in Miamg, 


were those people that you’knew in Cu 
That I knew in Cuba or that I knew: f 


i 


are the ae people that have been in the Congo thet 1 ever: 


mets. 


pet ee 


Hornbeck. 


+h: QTREET a VAP. 


was Teddy Whitehouse one of those. people: 
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1 that you knew? 
| | 2 “Mr. Espinosa. I know fedacy whitehouse, but L gor Aes 
. , @ you to-feln me gas he is, 
| 4 Pie Hornbeck. He is a pilot. 
Poe ‘et 9 mr. Espinosa. le is a pilot? 
—~6 OM. Hornbeck. Yes, 
7 Mr. Espinosa. . ie know heananeend I know the guy for 
8 sure, 
9 mrs GOrgbeck .: He was very friendly with Norman’ Rothnan? 
10 ru. <ESpiaese.. I can't even. picture the guy,” but» rb ‘know I 
11. met the guy. | 
- ; Hornbeck. Did-you, in Cuba, meet a Joseph Merola? 
ante e SG . ..Mr. ESpinosa. No. 
ag oe 14 Mr. Hornbeck. Did you Know 4a Jorge Alonso Pujol?.. 
15 “ir. Espinosa. ‘The old man or the son? 


16 mr. Hornbeck. Did you know the family? 





17 Me. &Spinosa. I know tne old man WaS vice ip resid ident’ of 
18 Cuba durinz the Prio ecaiek 
19 Mr. Hornbeck. Did you know his son, Jorge? wt 
20 Mr. Espinosa. Wo. I have heard. of him but I have ‘néver 
2, eet meu: Him. | 
ore. Mt. errbeek: Juan RKestoy, Cesar Restey? 
Be oe. Mr. Espinosa. Again [I think the name tells me something. 
oS fk ogg Mr. Hornbeck, ese NieneR | ee ae 


errr Mr. Espinosa. I met him once. 


. . - £ af 
. ; i 
- s 4 
: 2 
‘ 1 
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mir. Hornbeck. Can you tell us whether that was in Cuba - 


fu 


Or tne United Siaees? 


urs ESSi nose, Os. 2c Nas in the United states... I went 


with Cubela, and f KNOW Major Paez. I went to the | 
‘Fountainbleau and we "stayed in one notel owned by Jose Aleman, 


and he-had a Aenea. ana I only wet hiin once. 


Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us approximately what year 
tnat was? 

ws" ESOL yose . It. was 1959, Maren of 1959. 

Mr. Hornbeck. Were you jareae duri g the 1959. year 
Detween Cuba and the United States? | 


Mr. Espinosa. Yes. I went to Miami then and I went to 


‘Miami another time, and two times or three times. before I 


finally took off. 


Mr. Hornbeck. Are tnese all pleasure trips or was there 
some business? : 

ir. ESpinosa.»= Just seocune trios. 

Mr. Hornbeck. Did you Know Orlando Bosch? 

peer Espinosa. NO. 

Mr. rlornbeck. Have you ever heard of Orlando. Bosch 

Mr. Espinosa. Is he related to Pippin Bosca?” 


Mr. Hornbeck. Pippin Bosch was president of Bicardi. 


Cre fe ee 
rece 


a - 25. 


mr. Espinosa. There was a Bosch when the whole thing 


“started Wltn tne invasion and the training of the Cubans, 


meee REPORT r FING COMPANY, INC, 





1 although ne was under the auspices of the Cla, he wa$-Supposed 
2 to be fighting for a group called "The Front,” and The: Front 
3 were five different people, representing five different 

4 organizations, who were united. in order to. get. enoug som people | 


5 to do it, and Bosch was One of thea. 


6 MICs ‘Hornbeck. This. isthe Pippin Bosch? 
7 MS. JS OInoS au He “is. not.-the one that you are talking 
g about 
9 Mr. Hornbeck. ‘Luis Pasado? 
2 ee erg Espinosa. Wo. 
a Mr. Hornbeck. Luis’ Balbuena? 
ce Mr. Espinosa. NO. 
13 Mr. Hornbeck. Doni pie. Sabtenes 
14 Mr. Espinosa. NO. 
15 Mr. dqornbeck. The record will reflect that: the, witness. 
-.18- is Shaking his head negatively for all of this. 
1? | irs HSOINOSa, “Yes. 
ce Mr. Hornbeck. Raphael Garcia Bonzo? . 
19 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 
20 Mr. tlornoeck. How did you know him and. when n did you 


21 first meet hin and what was your relationship? 





2 Mr. Ps ornses, Tnere are two brothers; ene is Raphael 
93 and there os Jorta. 
er on ‘IT used to have a. rd. rend when I was very youns: in 

2 Cuba and her cousin was the pire. trPTend of J6res: dorta. had ay, 
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. eric) ee 


' very bad German shepherd ne wanted to get rid of, énd he gave. 
2 it to ie, and I Said, "Okay, I will take it." And I had this 
3 dog for many years, and baat W@S the extent of ny friendship 


4 with him. Through nimoh ¢ bet. nis orother, taphael, ‘who used tO 


S33 ja 





5 be a lawyer in Cubay ) ie, ole te he 
6 ofr, Hornbeck, LS this Just: comuion Knowledge, or did you, 
7. know this personally? 
8 Mr. ESpinosa. it was common knowledge. I. think.he is 
g doing Some time’ in jail right now. 
10 Mr. Hornbeck, He is doing time in Sasa eit 
a Mes “ES pi nose. Yes, for Passing false dollars. 
12 —— im vir igual. . teed cata, money? 
130. Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 


14 Mr, Hornbeck. When -did.you hear that LAr ortation?< os 


15 Mr. Espinosa. Many years ago; five.or Six. years-ago,* or — 





16 mayode more, 
“17 “ir. Hornbeck. Can you tell us how you neard a ied 
ib ako es and any details you may have. heard? 
- 19 hr. Espinosa. ‘eeentt. pees who told me the Story. And 
Dae ere at the Deginninz when I went bo Spain. | 
peek: _ Mr. Hornbeck. which would have been approximately when? 
se Mr Eeeanosa: Tnat would be 1972. a 
me 28 Mr. Hornbeck, And you neard the story then? 


pete 2 aa mr. Espinosa. That Raphael had been there and that he. 


4 


~ 28 had ten or fifteen thousand dollars in One hundred dollar 3 
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T notes and he was Passing them for two or toree days and. then 


2 they got him and then ne got a bunch of vears in ase 

a mr. Horabeck. Did you hear whether or not Trefficante 

4 had ever tried to help him in Spain? 

5 Mr. Espinosa. No, but I neared that ne had something, to. = 


6 do with ,Trafficante. - 
Pr Cy Mr. Hornbeck. That the co counterfeiting hac something to 
8 do with irarPisante? 
9 - Mr. Espinosa. This is what I neard, but you’ know | how 
10 people talk to me. ie. is hot: very aif otewie to. fig gure. out: ae 
11 Raphael was Trafficante's lawyer in Cuba; now he gets. Caught 
“12 in Spain with counterfeit money. There is a likely. 


(13 possibility of .the: money came ‘from the guy and this-is what 





14 se6pirs are speculating about, or told me at the time. 
ei TB “Une Hopmbeok. wnen- Trafficante was in GUos. he was: 


~ 16 arrested sometime in neeter 9, and did you ever hear that? 
| } ae , | 


Pe Mr. Espinosa. Wo. 
18 “ir. iiornbeck. Did you ever hear that Mike McLaney was 


~ 19 arrested in Cuba? 


=20 «| Mr. ESpinosa. Yes. 
ei _ Mr. Hornbeek. Can you tell us what you heard. and ‘from 


9.22 wheat source? 
oes Mr. £Spinosa. All I know is that he was living in ne 
© ok 28 country and he was going back to Miami and he was. living and 


25 they took nim and they put NA: ny jai 1. for two or. three ‘days. ets, 


7 ? 
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1 Mr. Hornbeck. Did Mike ever contact you? 
2 ces S01 Sa. *25.. 
3 "PS Or hi bea. Did he-ever discuss how he got arrested 


4 With you? 


5 .- Mr. Espinosa. Ho. 
6 Mr. Hornbeck. He never told you? 
qe .: Hrs. ESOinose, 7 am Sure that I have heard the story., Dt 


8 things don't really register after some year Ss 


S) Mr. Hornbeck. Did you know Meus Pere? J1miner? 
10 Mr. ESpinosa. I never met the suy, iat da rth nad 


11 used to live very Close to Mike's house in Pine. Tree Drive igale 


cif y. : 
12 Miami Beach; two or three houses away from Mik 


AS Mr. Hornbeck, Did you éver have a chance to meet him? - 
14. PIP. ESpinosa. .. No. 
15 Nr. Hornbeck. Did you ever. hear whether or. not. ‘Relwas’ = 


<1 -involved in any kind of Cuban activities? 


AZ mr. ESpinosa. I never have, 
4g Mr. Hornbeck. Jorge Soto Martinez? 
19 | Mr. £ESpinosa. No. 
“220° 7 Mr. Hornbeck. Evaristo Gareia Vidal? 
Regs) Ma MIs PSpinses:. NO, 4 ae _ 
wt  - Mr. Hornbeck. Miguel ferent wt | ake 
a Mr. ESpinosa. Yes, I know hin. | 
oo ae Mr. Hornbeck. How do you know ran ee what. 


7 26. circumstances? 
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‘- 1 ae ye ae Espinosa. He used to be either the manager or the. 
2 owner of the 21 Club in Aavane, anc ne wae always mixing with 
a 3 big Seon somenow. 
. =m, | “r. Hornbeck. Did ne-have any relationship with. any, of 
5 the American ee eT ee if you enews o? 8 
6 Mr. Espinosa. I-am sure he aia. 
7 | Mr. rlornbeck. - Anyone: you ever saw Him.witn? 
BP Bspinosas. lo. abuE ne was always hanging around with 
9 these people. 
10 | Mr. Hornbeck. Eugenio Leal Pozo? 
me ‘Mr. Espinosa. No. 
1Z Mr. Hornbeck. Joe ener ai ee Seassi? 
43 ae 0 eer Beniauea. NO. 
“i400 Mir Hornbeck. -Sam.Mannarino? 
TO Mr. Espinosa. No. 
*, 46 Mr. Hornbeck. Henito Fernandez? 
47 -Mr. Espinosa. No. 
18 | MPs Hornveck.. .Dic you ever go to. the Cosimodore at 
19 Doville? 
20 wr. Espinosa. Maybe once or twice in my life. 
21 | Mr. Hornbeck. At some point you or someone had. mentioned 
.. ¥22° that Fidel wae a mistress 56. ene Uecronst. ae 
ogee | (23 Mrs ESpinoSa. LS: 
Ook. as Mr. Hornbecx. What can you tell us about hen, -who’ she. 


25 was, and when he used to visit ner and when you saw them 


’ . 
. ‘ 
is 
si * 
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2 wr. Espinosa. I can't tell you who sne was, because If. 
e oe oe 3 saw her a couple of times. Sne was a colored girl, very-light 


- 4 in color, and sne was there, and on two pacesions, ite might 

6 have been April or May of 1959, 1.saw Fidel Castro in the cer 
| “(6 outside waiting for SU US and ‘a shautreur.. don't know.who 

7 she was and 1 can't rememper her name or anything. | 

i: Mr. Hornbeck. Did-you-ever meet oY hear of a woman.by 


9 the name of Marita Lorenz? 


10 Mr. Espinosa. Ho. 
44 “our. Hornbeck. Did you Know or ever meet Larry DeJoseph? 
ae Mr. Espinosa. NO. fue 
43 | Mr. Hornbeck... That name is NOL faut riapets yous, 
& 44 Mr. Espinosa. io. 
Se4G = ir. Hornbeck. when you nad discussed earlier in your 


46. testimony today seeing 4 file, were you referring to a CIA _ 
17 file or an FEI file, do you know? 

18 Mir. Espinosa. I don't know if it was CIA or FBI. I 

19 assume maybe 1 was 4 Saeeens ae: But. 1 Seeiaek through Lt 


— . 20. for about half an hour, and it was very well documented and 


21 there were many things that I don't remember that are: there. 


22 Mr. Blackmer. Were there code names in. its “crypto. names? 
Za Mr. Espinosa. Ho. It was all. Seren: names, full 


co os, low. 24 names, and tne whole thing, and tne nicknames and’ friends. and. 


25 SO on. 


‘. ‘ . 
; 9: Fe 
* ii . 
‘ . e. 
ra " : 2 ft , ’ 
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ey 


O 1 wr. Horabeck. I don't want to dwell on Fidel Castro's 


2 personal life, but during the verioc tnst you were in Havana 





3 and then for a few years after that when you may have naa 


ty 
| oo 
7) 
ct 
“Ss 
(D 
#7) 
(D 
'€ 2) 


4 contacts there, did he Have a number. o or wasche 
5 basically with one woman? 
6 “ir, Espinosa. Ho, ne es and a number of them 2 around. 
7 Mr. Hornbeck. Were they fairly well known? 
8 Mr. Espinosa. I guess some of them were. There was t Cais 
9 Lily Gowdy, and I don't know: if he was screwing her a not, 
10 but he was. cetainly taking her-out. . I think this is whet I 
11 knew, but I was a kid at the time, and I am sure ‘the. people 
12 older than me Knew more. | 
© | rete Mr. Hornbeck. Did you know a person who worked at the 
eine oe 44 Tropicana casino by the name of Lewis MeWillie? | 
15 Mr. Espinosa. NO. 
246 Mr. Hornbeck... bid you Know an Aldo Vena Serfin? 
17 : ie Sree te | 


19 Did you mow Sepeis Acacia Smith? 





a 99 + Mr. Espinosa. No. 


ee ae @LAackmelr Lee re 
: a 21 Mr nic bb adrg Did you have any relationsnip with any of | 


22 the anti-Castro Cuban forces 25 New Orleans?. 


yt oa foe Mr. Espinosa. Ho. , So ee 
—_. ee yegue promo. Or any.of tne particular groups, that. were 


ys 6 in New Orleans? 
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& | | 1 “r. Espinosa. I didn't know there was an anti-Castro 
2.force in iiew Urleans. 
'@) - 3 tr. Blackmer. You did train in ttew Urleans at one Pane 7, 


4 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I trained in New Orlears. ig dian 
really trais Ce ‘We were taken froin oyna. and. oe! 
6 order to send us ie Cuba Taree we were sates dac bape emai’ 
ea to.an old Marine base or what had been: closed EOF. x er sa 
8 years, and from there we were taken to Biloxi, Missis ssippi, to) 


9.a security nouse. 


10 Mr, Blackwer. This is 1960 or 19617 
aii Mr. Espinosa. This is-1961. This is just two or *three . 
2 ee before the invasion. oh aes 






-. 13 © Mr. Blackmer. Yo ‘garrisoned on the base ewer 





- 44 boarded on the base. in Biloxi? 


15 Mr. Espinosa. Wot in Biloxi; in New Orleans. 
16 Mr. Blackmer. How. abd out when you went to- Biloxi? 
17 Mr. Espinosa. They split tne Zuys. There were about .8¢ 


18 guys, aad they Split them different: ways, and Twas" there. with 


19 about eight or nine guys in a security house with a. COUP ‘Le ot. 


20 agents. 


27 Mr. Blackmer. On the base? 
22 Mr. Espinosa. Ho, no. 
23. Mr. Blackmer. In the town? 
2@ ee ae “wr, Espinosa. It was a security a thet is oe 


% that is used for clandestine ceprations, and so a ‘security. 
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1 house was a "bveke@m frouse” in Biloxi, and we lived: there, seven. 
2 or eight guys and one or two CIA guys for about two weeks. 
eg a 3 = Mr. Blackmer. Had you had any contact with Rernarc 

4 Barker in navana? 

5 “res ESPINOSS. No. 


jupero 


HOP OCC Ks MeeLo tartinez? 





7 “MPs BSPINOSa.  iWwO% : | oe 
8 Mr. Hornbeck she m Conzales? = 4 ee 
- ' Mr. Espinosa. Ho. 
10 Mr. Hornbeck. Cueto? 
11 Mr. Espinosa. Uo. 
12 Mr. Blackmer. We appreciate your coming. Could: you. 


OD eee Fe 13. pssibly give us a telephone number where we can. contact om “you, 


14 should the need arise, in London’? 


15 “Mr. Espinosa. Surely. .I can give you rata Sauber. 
ies 18 wits Blackmers 17). in tae Pucure,- toward ‘the: end of the 


17, summer, we should like to nave you at a eee ie 
18 have any predisposition against appearing before this 
19 committee at a hearing and going over the tnings that-.we- have 


20. just discussed? 


21 Mr. Espinosa. Of course not. Count on me. 
22 wr, Blackmer. If you could leave us with the nutuber’;- 


23 then we will be in contact witn you. 
| SS a Thank you very mucn for your cooperati om oe Eye 


A O96 (Whereupon, at 6:20 p.m., tne deposition Was. ‘eéneluded. 


3 
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1 CERTIFICATE OF SHORTAAUD 
2 lL, Harold B&B. Alderson, shorthand r 


oO 
(> 
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>’ 
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4 foregoing deposition was taken Dy me in 
§ thereafter reduced ee eben cone under 
6 said deposition is a true record of tine 
7 said witness; that I am. neither counsel 


8 employed by any of the parties to tne a 


10 employee of any attorney or counsel emp 
11 thereto, or financially | or otherwise in 


42 of the action. 








25 


aa 
% . 
so acy fF, 
. 
. 





3 a ceoe ues was taken, eG. TUE EGE that 


eporter, do herety 


the testimony of tne witness which appears in the 


shorthand and 

iy direction; that 
testimony given’ by 
for, related to, nor 
etion in which rie. 
t ain not a relative or 
loyed by the parties 


terested in. ‘the ‘outcome 


ees oe wes Ct ope 40. Pie 


Rortnand feporter. 
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Cy”. «CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC 
2 I, Elizabeth Berning, tie officer whom the foregoing. 
| = 3 ceposition was taken, do hereby certify that the witness whose 


4 Cesrinony epocars in the foregoing deposition was duly sworn 
5 by me; that tne testimony of said witness was taken by 
6 Harold b. Alderson, shorthand reporter, and thereafter reduced 
7. tO typewriting under his direction; that I am neither counsel 
-  g for, related to, nor enprOy ee by any of the parties ro the 
9 action in which this deposition was taken, and fur the “that if 
10 an not a relative or employee of any attorney or ae, 
11 employed by the parties thereto, nor financial - or otherwise 


12 interested in tne outcome of the action. 
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